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How embarrassing! After bleating on here last 
time about getting titles right - particularly the 
spelling of The Impostors - imagine my horror to 
find we'd spelt it wrong on page 17 last issue! That 
kind of thing always seems to slip through the net 
no matter how many times you check, but it is at 
least reassuring that so many of you are eagle- 
eyed enough to spot stuff like that when we miss it 
(and care enough to tell us!). 

Several of you have also queried the episode 
guide criterion | was talking about last issue, 
specifically why | feel it is important that the 
episode synopsis should tell the reader how the 
episode is resolved. Isn’t this giving the game away 
to those who haven't seen the episode? Well, yes it 
is, but the primary raison d’etre of an episode 
guide is as a work of reference, reminding you of 
the episode’s contents or telling you what you 
missed. An episode guide should allow the reader 
the freedom of choice - if you don’t want to know 
the resolution, don’t read more than half of the 
text. However, if the guide leaves you with a cliff- 
hanger (as so many do) or the bare bones of the 
story, the reader is given no such choice, and if 
you want to know how it all turns out...tough! 

My thanks to all of you who wrote with lists of 
other common titling errors in the Anderson 
series, such as Set Sail For Danger, The Traitor, 
The Big Fish, Mission X-14, The Computer Affair, 
and The Black Sun to name just a few (those 
episodes should, of course, be titled Set Sail For 
Adventure, Traitor, Big Fish, Mission X-41, 
Computer Affair and Black Sun). We will be on the 
lookout for all of these as we get to each show in 
our episode listings and guides - but it’s going to 
take a while, so bear with us. 

My thanks also to the very able Prosect STRAKER 
support staff who were able to smoothly keep 
everything running in my absence on the Sunday of 
the event. It certainly wasn’t my intention to come 
down with chicken pox during Saturday, as I'd been 
really looking forward to seeing that nice, complete 
35mm print of Doppelganger (with the original title 
caption to boot!) on the Sunday evening. My 
Provect StTRAKER co-chairman Jackie Dear stepped 
into my shoes without any qualms, and she was 
superbly supported by Roger Rice, lan Fryer, Nick 
Williams, Ronnie Beaumont , Steve Dear and Kath 
Lambert, all of whom would have been receiving 
thanks from myself and Jackie here anyway for 
pulling the stops out all weekend. 

Even bigger thank-yous to our guests who should 
receive awards for service to Fanderson above and 
beyond the call of duty: George Sewell, who joined 


us in Bradford for the Saturday, even though he 
had to attend a funeral back in London on the 
Sunday; Alan Perry, who turned bingo-caller and 
auctioneer on the Saturday night and did both 
superbly (and raised £75 for charity on the spur of 
the moment); and Dolores Mantez, who somehow 
won two games of bingo in a row and was well on 
her way to winning a third when Alan insisted she 
drop out to let someone else win the prizes! 
Thanks too to Ed Bishop, who sent along a 
hilarious home video message in his absence, and 
also donated two of his own original scripts from 
UFO and The Protectors for us to give away as 
prizes. 
THE RETURN OF MINDBENDER 

Now that the current run of Thunderbirds on 
BBC2 has ended, | can finally spill the beans over 
the answer to the Mindbender | posed way back in 
FAB1. | asked how many episodes of Thunderbirds 
feature flashback sequences, with previously 
occurring events related as remembered by one or 
more of the main characters? The answer (as if 
you didn’t know) is six: Sun Probe (the Sun Probe 
launch); Vault Of Death (Parker in prison); Move- 
And You're Dead (how Alan and Grandma got on 
the bridge); Security Hazard (four previous rescues 
told to Chip by the Tracy brothers); Ricochet 
(Rick’s rescue related by Alan); and Give Or Take A 
Million (the whole episode remembered by Jeff to 
little Nicky). 

This time out, the Mindbender has a carrot 
dangling in front of it. In conjunction with Foresight 
Communications, ITC Home Video have kindly 
donated three sets of The Protectors videos (two 
volumes, four episodes apiece) for us to give away 
in this issue’s Mindbender contest. To win one of 
these sets, all you have to do is answer one 
‘simple’ trivia question and send your answer on a 
postcard (along with your name, address and 
membership number) to: 

Mindbender, FAB, c/o Fanderson, P.O. Box 93, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1XJ 
arriving no later than Friday, September 26th, 

1992. 

The question is: Numerous actors and actresses 
appeared in both regular and guest starring roles 
during the three Gerry Anderson live-action 
television series, but only three actors appeared in 
all three shows - UFO, The Protectors and 
Space:1999. Which three actors? 

That’s your lot for this time. See you down at 
Fas ONE on August the 8th. 

Chris Bentley - Chairman 
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 


Lots to get through this issue, so I'll quit beating 
about the bush for a change and get on with it. 
Firstly, apologies for the delay in sending out this 
issue - the involvement of myself and Chris in 
Provect STRAKER gummed up the normally smooth- 
running machine that is FAB (and Chris coming 
down with chicken pox didn’t help either!). 
Effectively, we’re running about a month behind, 
but we should now be able to keep to a regular bi- 
monthly schedule for the rest of the year (as 
neither of us is chairing another convention this 
year). 

Secondly, the stickers: the two free stickers 
that should have been sent out with FAB4 were 
not delivered by the printer until after the mail-out 
date had been and gone, so they are included with 
this issue instead and should be affixed to the 
relevant pages in FAB4 as detailed on page three 
of that issue. Just for a bit of a change, with this 
issue you'll find a free postcard instead of the 
stickers - not just any old postcard, of course, 
(‘Greetings From Mablethorpe” probably wouldn’t 
have gone down too well) but an exclusive 
Fanderson postcard to add to the set that you 
have already received (or will receive if you are due 
to renew with this issue) with this year’s 


membership package. We’re never ones to let 
things stand still, and from time to time we'll be 
popping more postcards into your package to build 
up your collection. 

Fanderson is a world wide organization, with 
members in Japan, Brazil, Australia and America 
as well as in the UK and Europe. Next issue, FAB 
will go cosmopolitan as we attempt to reflect the 
sheer spread of Anderson fandom with a new semi- 
regular feature “Anderson Around The World”, 
written by Fanderson members from outside the 
UK. This will, of course, be in addition to our star 
interview, continuing Thunderbirds Episode Guide, 
news features and a host of other interesting odds 
and ends, as we wrap up our first FAB year (and 
prepare to start the next). Watch out for it coming 
through your door early in September. 

Further apologies if I've taken a while to respond 
to some of your correspondence - | promise I'll get 
around to everyone. Thanks for all the positive 
letters we’ve been getting - you guys make the job 
worthwhile (but then again, | love the job anyway!) 
See ya! 

lan Fryer - Editor 
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‘SPACE POLICE’ 
BACK ON THE BEAT 


Space Police has finally been launched by the 
BBC as a full television series after six years in 
limbo. The original fifty-minute (later edited to 
thirty-minutes) television pilot episode Star Laws 
was produced by Gerry Anderson and Christopher 
Burr back in 1986, and starred Thunderbirds’ 
voice artist Shane Rimmer as a veteran street cop 
assigned to an intergalactic police force based in 
space. Mixing live-action with the state-of-the-art 
puppetry techniques seen in Terrahawks, this pilot 
has never been broadcast on television, although it 
has been screened on a number of occasions at 
Fanderson conventions, in both fifty-minute and 
thirty-minute versions. 

However, the new series will feature little, if any, 
of the footage shot for the pilot film, for, while the 
basic premise remains the same, the format of the 
series is being updated to allow for recent 
advances in special effects and puppetry 
techniques. It is highly unlikely that the series will 
now star Shane Rimmer, as a younger leading 
actor is being sought. 

Development of the new 13 hour-long episodes 
has been commissioned by BBC Head of Drama 
Series, Peter Cregeen, pleased with the success of 
the recent repeat run of Thunderbirds on BBC2. 
Cregeen described Space Police as “a truly original 
concept which will break new ground”, and went on 
to say, “I look forward to working with such an 
eminent combination of major talent.” 

That talent sees Gerry Anderson in partnership 
with Britain’s leading independent television 
production company, Mentorn Films, producer of 
popular entertainment programmes such as 
Challenge Anneka and 01 For London. Mentorn’s 
Managing Director Tom Gutteridge is convinced 
that Space Police “will be the TV space series of 
the nineties”, and with a budget of approximately 
£750,000 per episode Space Police will be the 
most expensive science-fiction series ever produced 
in the UK. 

Executive Producer for the series is Christopher 
Morahan, award-winning director of Jewel In The 
Crown, while Script Editor is Phil Morrow. The 
initial episodes of the series will be written by Gavin 
Scott and Paul Mayhew-Archer, two of Britain’s 
most imaginative screenwriters. Gavin Scott has 
previously written five episodes of George Lucas’ 
The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (due on BBC 
Television in the Autumn), while Paul Mayhew- 
Archer is best known for his popular BBC series 
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An Actor’s Life For Me. 

Gerry Anderson is very excited by the project, 
his first live-action series since Space:1999 in the 
mid-seventies. In a statement to the press, Gerry 
said, “The family audience has been sold short by 
British Television for some time. Space Police will 
appeal to both children and adults, and | am 
delighted to be working with Mentorn Films and 
the BBC on this exciting new family project.” 

The series is planned to go into production early 
in 1993 for transmission by 1994. Gerry will divide 
his time between Space Police and the now 
ongoing production on his new animated series G- 
Force, which is expected to be completed before 
the end of 1993. 


STAND BY FOR ACTION... 


FOR JUST A LITTLE LONGER! 


The BBC has delayed the start date for their 
complete re-run of Stingray. Due to begin a 39 
week run on BBC2 in May following the last 
episode of Thunderbirds, a decision came late in 
the day to delay the series until October, to avoid 
disruption of the run throughout the summer - 
inevitable with so many major sporting events, not 
the least of which will be the 1992 Summer 
Olympics. 

As a result, the launch of Fleetway’s Stingray 
Comic has been postponed until later in the year, 
although new artwork for the comic has already 
been produced, and Martin Bower has been 
commissioned to build new models of Stingray and 
the Terror Fish for all-new cover and poster 
photographs - similar to those for Thunderbirds 
seen in the Thunderbirds Comic, Poster Magazine 
and Pro-Set Trading Cards (see Century 21 No. 9 
for the full story). Likewise, Boxtree’s “Stingray” 
follow up to their successful “Thunderbirds Are 
Go!” book, originally planned for a summer release, 
will now appear on the shelves of your local 
bookshop in October. 
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STAND BY FOR ACTION... 
AT ANY TIME! 


Since our report in FAB5 about the 
postponement of the BBC's screening of Stingray 
until October, we have heard that they have 
apparently changed their minds yet again and 
brought forward the screening date to August. 
However, this is more likely to be the back end of 
August to tie in with the BBC's New Autumn 
Season and could well end up being early 
September. 

In other words, keep your eyes peeled and fixed 
on the Radio Times during the next couple of 
months, as the BBC seem very undecided at 
present about when they really do intend to show 
the series. 


DATELINE: JUNE/JULY 2092 


THE SECRET SERVICE 


ON VIDEO IN SEPTEMBER 

As we first reported back in FAB4, ITC Home 
Video are releasing the first volumes of episodes 
from Gerry Anderson's least seen series, The 
Secret Service, this Autumn. Only broadcast in 
three UK regions back in 1969 and never 
repeated, the show is finally guaranteed a larger 
audience with this sell-through video release. 

ITC have now confirmed that this will take place 
in September, with the release of two volumes of 
four episodes apiece. The third volume (with the 
final five episodes) will appear later in the year, as 
will further volumes of Fireball XL5 and 
Space:1999. 
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UFO SPEARHEADS NEW 
POLYGRAM VIDEO RELEASES 


As reported last issue, Polygram Video is 
continuing their release schedule of episodes of 
UFO - Volumes 7 (Sub-Smash/The Dalotek Affair) 
and 8 (Flight Path/The Responsibility Seat) are 
now available and the remaining three volumes will 
appear on a regular basis over the coming months: 
July sees the release of Volume 9 and will feature 
The Cat With Ten Lives backed with The Sound Of 
Silence; Volume 10 will be available in August and 
will feature Destruction backed by The 
Psychobombs; Volume 11 will appear later in the 
year, and this final volume will be a special treat, 
with three of UFO’s most popular episodes - 
Mindbender, The Long Sleep and Timelash. 

The release of Volume 11 will complete the 
release of those episodes available for video 
release by Polygram, as /dentified, Computer 
Affair, The Man Who Came Back and Reflections In 
The Water form the compilation feature 
Invasion:UFO - Polygram’s UFO Volume 1. 

(Editor’s note: The nature of the restrictions on 
Polygram over the UFO releases - originally drawn 
up in 1986 with Channel 5 Video - is confusing to 
say the least. Only a very brief clip from The Man 
Who Came Back appears in Invasion:UFO - the 
attack on S.I.D. - but these few seconds apparently 
prohibit Polygram from releasing the full episode. 
However, a much more substantial clip from E.S.P. 
also appears in Invasion:UFO, but did not prevent 
Polygram from releasing this episode on UFO 
Volume 5!) 

In addition, Polygram have repackaged all their 
previous UFO releases to match the new sleeves, 
allowing for a smarter uniform appearance to the 
series on collectors’ shelves. This is, however, just 
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a small part of Polygram’s major re-launch of their 
Anderson video catalogue, which includes all-new 
packaging for all 16 volumes of Thunderbirds, all 
10 volumes of Stingray and all 8 volumes of 
Captain Scarlet and Joe 90. The new sleeves have 
been designed to tie-in with the design style of the 
ITC Home Video Anderson releases, while the 
contents of the cassettes remain the same as the 
previous Channel 5 releases, Polygram’s new video 
release of Dick Spanner features both Dick 
Spanner adventures on one cassette, and as such 
is excellent value for money. Polygram’s tapes all 
retail at around £7.99. 


MORE XL5 & 1999 ON VIDEO 
FROM ITC 


Volumes 3 and 4 of Fireball XL5 are now 
available from ITC Home Video. Volume 3 features 
Space Monster, Flying Zodiac, XL5 To H2O0 and A 
Spy In Space, while Volume 4 features Space 
Pirates, Convict In Space, Space Pen and The Last 
Of The Zanadus. More volumes are expected later 
in the year. 

In addition to their release of Volume 1 of The 
Protectors in May, ITC also released a second 
volume of The Protectors episodes in an 
unannounced surprise move. Volume 2 features 
the episodes The Last Frontier (with Hildegard 
Neil], Quin (with Peter Vaughan), A Pocketful Of 
Posies (with Eartha Kitt) and The First Circle, 
notable for a superb guest performance from 
UFO’s Ed Bishop. 

July 13th sees the release of four further 
episodes of ITC’s runaway video success 
Space:1999. Volume 5 features Peter Bowles in 
one of 1999's most frightening and violent 
episodes, End Of Eternity, backed with eerie 


caveman antics in Full Circle. Meanwhile, on 
Volume 6, Brian Blessed makes his first 1999 
guest appearance in another stunning episode, the 
superb Death’s Other Dominion, backed with 
Voyager’s Return which features a brilliant guest 
performance by Jeremy Kemp (Jean-Luc Picard’s 
brother in Star Trek:The Next Generation). XLS 
retails at £8.99 while 1999 retails at £10.99. 


MORE ITC RELEASES (WITH 
ADDED ANDERSON INTEREST) 


ITC Home Video’s June releases also featured 
two further volumes of episodes of The 
Persuaders, starring Roger Moore, Tony Curtis 
and the late Laurence Naismith. Volume 3 has 
Someone Like Me backed with Chain Of Events 
(guest starring Peter Vaughan, the title character 
in The Protectors episode Quin), while Volume 4 
has Read And Destroy alongside That’s Me Over 
There. That’s Me Over There features Thunderbird 
6 voice artist Geoffrey Keen appearing with UFO 
guest artists Suzan Farmer (Survival), Allan 
Cuthbertson (The Square Triangle) and Neil Hallett 
(Close Up). 

Two volumes of Department S feature Peter 
Wyngarde, Joel Fabiani and Rosemary Nichols 
solving very puzzling crimes for Interpol. Volume 1 
has Peter Bowles (1999 - End Of Eternity) guest 
starring in Six Days, backed with The Trojan 
Tanker, while Volume 2 has UFO's Virginia Lake 
Wanda Ventham guesting in The Man From X, 
backed with The Pied Piper Of Hambledown. The 
Pied Piper Of Hambledown is written by Joe 90 
and UFO (amongst other Anderson shows) 
scriptwriter Donald James, and the episode 
features Richard Vernon from UFO's The Sound Of 
Silence. 
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July sees the release of the first two volumes of 
The Baron, a sort of mid-sixties Lovejoy with Steve 
Forrest as a trouble-shooting antiques dealer. 
Forrest’s co-star in The Baron is the late Colin 
Gordon, seen in the UFO episode The Cat With Ten 
Lives. Volume 1 has Diplomatic Immunity backed by 
Epitaph For A Hero, the latter episode featuring a 
strong guest appearance by the late Paul Maxwell, 
better known as the voice behind Fireball XL5’s 
Steve Zodiac (but also heard in Thunderbirds and 
Captain Scarlet, and seen in the UFO episode Sub- 
Smash). Volume 2 has Enemy Of The State 
alongside Something For A Rainy Day, the latter of 
which features guest appearances from Patrick 
Allen (UFO - Timelash) and Lois Maxwell, better 
known as the voice of Atlanta Shore in Stingray. 

Finally, July 13th also sees the release of a 
fourth volume of episodes of The Saint, again 
starring Roger Moore. This time, the black and 
white episode is The Saint Steps In, which guest 
stars UFO’s Ed Bishop [one of six episodes of The 
Saint in which Ed appears), while the colour 
episode is The Power Artists, guest starring 
George Murcell, the first season voice of Professor 
Popkiss in Supercar. 


TORCHY THE BATTERY BOY 
- THE SAGA CONTINUES 


As many of you will have by now discovered, 
Polygram’s Volume 2 of Torchy The Battery Boy 
does actually feature episode 8 again, having 
previously put in an unscheduled appearance on 
Volume 1. Last issue we reported Polygram’s plans 
to replace this episode with the missing episode 2 
on Volume 2, but shortly after FAB 4 was mailed, 
Polygram informed us that they had instead 
decided to re-master Volume 1 to include episode 
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2, while Volume 2 would go ahead as planned with 
episodes 5 to 8 - the end result causing less 
confusion in the long term. 

The ‘new’ version of Volume 1 should, by now, 
have replaced the original in most video retail 
shops, although there is no external difference 
between the two tapes. Members who bought the 
original Volume 11 featuring episode 8 (Bossy Boots 
Goes To Topsy Turvy Land) should be able to 
exchange their copy for the ‘new’ Volume 1 
featuring episode 2 (Topsy Turvy Land) at the shop 
where they originally purchased it, although you 
should ask at the counter if the copies in stock 
were ordered after May 1992. 

As a short cut, to avoid confusion and 
frustration, Polygram have very kindly offered to 
exchange the ‘old’ cassettes direct, exclusively to 
Fanderson members. Simply send your copy of 
Torchy The Battery Boy Volume 1 to Polygram at 
the address below, quoting your membership 
number and explaining that you wish to exchange it 
for the re-mastered Volume 1. Please include your 
name and address on a large, stamped, padded 
envelope (for your return tape) and post to: 

Fiona Maxwell, Polygram Video, PO Box 1425, 
Chancellors House, 72 Chancellors Road, 
Hammersmith, London W6 SGB. 

The missing episode is well worth all the trouble, 
featuring, as it does, the introduction to the main 
location in Torchy, and a delightful song from 
Flopsy the Rag Doll. 


1999 VIDEO SOUND FAULT 
CORRECTED 


As reported last issue, an unfortunate sound 
fault on all the duplications of ITC’s Space:1999 
Volume 2 had muted most of the background 
sound effects and the superb classical music heard 
during the two episodes on the tape. Fans will be 
delighted to learn that the sound fault has been 
tracked down and a new master struck at the 
duplication house, so all new copies of the tape will 
have crystal clear sound. 

Members who have already purchased a faulty 
copy of 1999 Volume 2 should be able to have it 
replaced at the shop where it was bought, 
although, as with the Torchy tape above, there is 
no external difference between the ‘faulty’ and the 
‘new’ copies, so you should ask at the counter if 
the copies in stock were ordered after May 1992. 

As with the Torchy tape, ITC have kindly offered 
to exchange the ‘faulty’ tapes direct, exclusive to 
Fanderson members. Simply send your copy of 
Space:1999 Volume 2 (Dragon’s Domain and The 
Testament Of Arkadia) to ITC at the address 
below, quoting your membership number and 
explaining that you wish to exchange it for the re- 
mastered Volume 2. 

Please include your name and address on a 
large, stamped, padded envelope (for your return 
tape) and post to: 

Space:1999 Video Exchange, ITC Home Video, 
24 Nutford Place, London W1H 5YN 


DEREK MEDDINGS 
LIMITED EDITION PRINTS 


Derek Meddings, the original designer of the 
Thunderbird craft, has produced a special 
collection of five limited edition prints from his own 
pastel drawings, one of each of the Thunderbird 
vehicles. Reproduced by fine art printers Royle 
Print Ltd for Cult Prints, the print run has been 
limited to 500 of each craft, individually signed and 
numbered by Derek himself. The first two prints 
available now are Thunderbird 2 and Thunderbird 
3, perhaps the most popular of the five vehicles, 
with Thunderbird 4 and Thunderbird 5 to follow in 
August. 

Fanderson member Chris Daniels is the sales 
director for Cult Prints and tells us, “As you 
probably know, aside from his outstanding 
achievements in special effects, Derek is also a 
matte background artist and an accomplished 
artist in his own right. Being a Thunderbirds fan 
myself and a Fanderson member, | was delighted 
that Cult Prints should team up with Derek on this 
project.” 

The prints are available by mail order from Cult 
Prints for £48.95 (framed) and £24.95 
(unframed), and as such are firmly aimed at 
serious collectors. However, the quality of the 
prints, coupled with their rarity, make them an 
essential addition to any Thunderbirds collection, 
and are sure to increase in value over time. 

You should find a full colour order leaflet 
{illustrating the first two prints) enclosed with this 
issue of FAB, but for further details you can 
contact Chris by writing to: 

Cult Prints, Roseacre, Pednor Road, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire HP5 2SS 

To coincide with the launch of the prints, Derek 
Meddings is to make two personal appearances 
this July. The first is on Sunday, July 19th at 
Britain’s biggest science fiction and TV collectors 
fair at the Grundy Park Leisure Centre, Windmill 
Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire where Derek will be 
signing and/or personalising his artwork. 

The second appearance will be the following 
Saturday, July 25th at the Lighthouse Cinema in 
Wolverhampton, where Derek will be presenting an 
audio/visual talk about Thunderbirds and his 
special effects work on numerous motion pictures. 
The talk starts at 2.00pm. 


RATINGS WATCH UPDATE 


The final ratings are in on Thunderbirds which 
completed its’ first UK network run on BBC2 on 
May 15th. Picking up from where we left off last 
issue, the ratings for the last 12 episodes show 
audiences in a decline towards the end of the run, 
although Path Of Destruction proved to be a 
notable exception to this trend. Most watched 
episode was Trapped In The Sky with 6.83 million 
viewers, while the least watched episode was The 
Cham-Charn with just 2.82 million. Average viewing 
figure for the series was 4.90 million. 

The ratings for the last twelve episodes were as 
follows with figures given in millions and the 
episode’s position in that week’s BBC2 chart 
shown in brackets: 


Move - And You’re Dead 4.37m (8) 
The Duchess Assignment 4.27m_ (5) 
Brink Of Disaster 4.75m (6) 
Attack Of The Alligators! 4.78m_ [7) 
Martian Invasion 4.68m (5) 
The Cham-Cham 2.82m (15) 
Security Hazard 3.77m (9) 
Atlantic Inferno 3.74m (7) 
Path Of Destruction 4.56m_ ([(7) 
Alias Mr Hackenbacker 3.70m = (10) 
Lord Parker's ‘Oliday 3.46m (9) 
Ricochet 3.39m (11) 


AUSTRALIAN MODELLING 
MAGAZINE NOW AVAILABLE BY 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Model builders with a particular inclination to 
science-fiction craft and vehicles will be interested 
to learn of an excellent modellers’ magazine 
“Science Fiction Modeller”, published independently 
in Queensland, Australia. Each issue is crammed 
full of articles on models and model-making, by 
scratch and by kit, many of them Anderson-related. 
The three most recent issues have included 
articles on scratch-building Skydiver (including 
blueprints), a Japanese fan’s Anderson collection, 
the Fanderson 90 model display, scratch-building 
an SPV, and constructing Space:1999’s Eagle 
transporter. 

Publisher Greg Martin told FAB’s Ralph 
Titterton, “Gerry Anderson related models appear 
regularly in SFM, due mainly to my own bias and to 
a intense interest shown in them by Sci-Fi 
modellers, both here in Australia and overseas. 
SFM is a long-overdue attempt to showcase Sci-Fi 
models and techniques on any Science 
Fiction/Fantasy/Horror subjects. It covers 
spacecraft, figures, kit reviews, dioramas and 
futuristic craft/vehicles from the entire range of 
movies and television series - Gerry Anderson and 
the Irwin Allen shows, Star Trek, 2001/2010, 
Alien/Aliens, Robocop, Terminator - in fact, just 
about anything. Submissions of articles and photos 
are gratefully accepted, printed in the next 
available issue and sent free to the donor.” 


SFM issue 10 (June 1992) is a special 
Thunderbirds issue, showcasing models of TB2, 
TB3, TB4 and FAB1 from our own David Sissons, 
the first part of a comprehensive article on the 
making of the Pod Vehicles, and a feature on a 22" 
radio-controlled FAB1 built by an Australian 
modeller. 

A 28 page, A4 b&w magazine, SFM is available 
by subscription direct from Greg Martin for $18 
(Australian) - about £8.00 - for three issues. 
Back issues are also available, but cheques or 
IMOs must be made out in Australian dollars, and 
made payable to Greg Martin. For further details, 
members can write to Greg at: 

SFM, Greg Martin, 15 Bovey Street, 

North MacKay, Queensland, Australia, 4740. 


A TO Z TELEVISION HITS DISC 
INCLUDES ANDERSON THEMES 


‘Play It Again’ are releasing a new record of top 
television themes of the sixties and seventies, via 
record company Silva Screen. Entitled ‘The A - Z of 
Television Themes From the 60s and 70s’, the 
record features 30 themes including original 
recordings of the themes of Stingray, 
Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet, The Champions, 
Man In A Suitcase, The Avengers, Return Of The 
Saint and Catweazle among others. The album 
also features cover versions of the themes to 
Fireball XL5, Department S, The Power Game, 
Maigret and The Saint, and will be available as 
catalogue no. PLAY 004. 


THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO WITH 
PRO SET TRADING CARDS 


A brand new trading card collection has been 
produced and is currently on sale throughout the 
UK. Following on from two previous trading card 
collections in the 1960s [ one black and white, the 
other in full-colour - both worth a lot of money 
today), Pro Set have produced an all-new set of 
100 full-colour cards, with original colour stills 
from the television series and films. Packs of the 
cards retail at 25p each and contain six trading 
cards. Collector Card Files are also available direct 
from Pro Set. 

The major innovation with these cards is the non- 
inclusion of a sheet of dry bubble-gum, the bane of 
trading card collectors in the sixties and seventies, 
with its tendency to become firmly affixed to the 
top-most card (thereby ruining it). So, full marks to 
Pro Set for leaving out the gum. 

No marks, however, for listing Brains’ real name 
as Hiram Hackenbacker, a common misconception 
also perpetuated in the pages of the Thunderbirds 
comic and Boxtree’s “Thunderbirds Are Go!” book - 
the episode Alias Mr. Hackenbacker, and the 
reactions of the characters therein, clearly 
illustrates that this is not Brains’ name, but simply 
a pseudonym to hide his real identity, as is the Mr 
X alias used by Brains in Thunderbird 6. 
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THUNDERBIRDS MERCHANDISE 
UPDATE 


More than any item requested by Mums and 
Dads up and down the country, the main items of 
merchandise required by new young fans of 
Thunderbirds are models of the vehicles and action 
figures of the characters. As we reported last 
issue, the vehicles are on their way, from 
Matchbox, and we should have an exclusive report 
on the development of these superb new toys next 
issue. 

the Thunderbirds full-page colour strip in the 
Funday Times section of the Sunday Times is to 
continue its run beyond the originally planned six- 
month period, due to popularity amongst readers. 
Written by Alan Fennell and drawn by Keith Page, 
the strip has completed three original stories to 
date with a fourth starting in June. 

Ravette Books are to produce a further two 
volumes of Thunderbirds ‘graphic novels’ reprinting 
the superb Frank Bellamy strips from TV21, as 
seen in Thunderbirds The Comic. As with the first 
two volumes, the new books will also feature 
selected cut-away paintings by Graham Bleathman, 
also from the Thunderbirds Comic. 

In addition, Copyright Promotions have 
forwarded the following updated list of 
merchandisers who have been granted licenses to 
produce Thunderbirds merchandise. Please note 
that, at present, most of these items are in 
various stages of planning and production, and 
information about prices and release is unavailable: 
Amalgamated Shoe Company - Sports Shoes, 
Wellingtons, Plush Novelty Slippers. 

Bard Brothers Ltd - Sweet Popcorn (note: this 
license was originally listed with Butterkist Ltd) 
Cross Paperware Ltd - Paper Cups, Bowls, Plates, 
Napkins and Tablecloths 

Dekkertoys Ltd - Children’s Dress-Up Outfits, Bum 
Bags, Back Packs, Satchels, Sports Bags, Wallets 
(note: this company was originally listed as Cowan 
De Groot Toys Ltd) 

Drew Brady & Co. Ltd - Mens and Boys Socks, 3 
yrs plus (to supply mailorder, wholesale and 
independent retail only) 

The Hamilton Collection - China Collector Plates 


Hausemann & Hotte NV - Card Jigsaws 

Hawk Books Ltd - Posterbook (with 8 Posters) 
Intarsia - Knitting Patters, adults and children (to 
supply all retail outlets except Marks & Spencer, 
wholesale and womens publications) 

La Creativa Ltd - Air-Freshener Sachets 

Matchbox Toys - Die Cast Vehicles, Secret Base 
M.D. Foods (UK) Ltd - Fromage Frais, Yogurt and 
Yogurt Variants (except drinks) 

Meltis plc - Chocolate Advent Calenders, Filled or 
Hollow Chocolate Figurines, Filled or Solid 
Chocolate Balls (for Christmas only) 

Stafford Miller Ltd - Toothbrushes 

Wolsey Contract Socks - Boys’ Socks, 3 - 12 yrs 
(to supply Marks & Spencer only) 


ACTION 93 CELEBRATES ITC 


ACTION ADVENTURE 

Members of The Saint Club, Randall And Hopkirk 
(Deceased) Appreciation Society, Fanderson and 
Six Of One have banded together to organise a 
spectacular weekend event celebrating the 
television programmes produced by ITC 
Entertainment from the 50s to the 80s. Shows 
such as The Saint, The Prisoner, The Persuaders, 
Thunderbirds, UFO, The Champions, Randall And 
Hopkirk (Deceased), Department S, Sapphire & 
Steel, Man In A Suitcase, Space:1999, The 
Baron and Danger Man will all be represented in a 
packed weekend programme which will be full of 
guest panels, interviews, programme screenings, 
dealers and much more. 

Titled Action 93 - A Weekenp Cevesration OF ITC 
ENTERTAINMENT, the event will be held at the 
Shepperton Moat House, Felix Lane, Shepperton, 
Middlesex from the 26th to 28th of March 1993. 
For more details and/or a registration form, send 
a stamped self-addressed envelope (or 2 IRCs) to: 

Claire Saunders, 12 Saville Crescent, Ashford, 
Middlesex TW15 1SX, England. 


FAB FIREBALL COMPETITION! 


Response to our Fireball XL5 30th Anniversary 
competition in FAB4 was so overwhelming that a 
sequel was just a matter of formality. By special 
arrangement with Foresight Communications and 
ITC Home Video, we have three sets of the two 
new volumes, 3 and 4 [as detailed earlier), to give 
away in this issue’s prize competition, celebrating 
the 30th Anniversary of the first showing of 
Fireball XL5 on British television on October 28th 
1962. All Fanderson members are eligible to 
enter, whether you entered our first Fireball 
competition or not! 

To win one of these sets of videos, all you have 
to do is answer the four trivia questions below, and 
send your answers on a postcard or a sealed 
envelope (not forgetting to include your name, 
address and membership number) to: 

Fireball XL5 Competition 2, FAB, 
c/o Fanderson, P.O. Box 93, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire WF1 1XJ. 
Entries must arrive by the closing date, Friday. 
25th September, 1992. 


Fireball XL5 Competition Questions 
1. Who sang the song which is heard over the end 
credits of Fireball XL5? 
2. Who provided the voice for XL5’s Professor 
Matthew Matic? 
3. Which regular character had this actor provided 
the voice for in Supercar, prior to Fireball XL5? 
4. What does the Fireball XL5 episode Flying 
Zodiac have in common with the Stingray episode 
The Cool Cave Man and the Joe 90 episode Lone 
Handed 90? 


1999 COMPETITION WINNERS 


The three winners of our Space:1999 
competition. in FAB 3 are: 
R. Farrell, Wirrel, Merseyside; Duncan R. Brown, 
Farnborough; Mark Walton, Newtown, Cheshire. 
Each wins a set of the first two volumes of 
Space:1999 from ITC Home Video [Vol 1: Matter 
Of Life And Death/The Infernal Machine, Vol 2: 
Dragon’s Domain/The Testament Of Arkadia). 

The correct answers we were looking for were 
as follows: 
1. The three Italian actors who guested in Year 
One episodes were Gianni Garko (in Dragon’s 
Domain), Orso Maria Guerrini (in The Testament 
Of Arkadia) and Giancarlo Prete {in The Troubled 
Spirit). 
2. The ITC series in which Barry Morse co-starred 
with Catherine Schell was The Adventurer, 
starring Gene Barry. 
3. The only episode of Space:1999 in which Martin 
Landau did not appear (except in the standard 
opening title sequence) was Dorzak. 
4. The 1999 series regular who also starred in 
Gerry Anderson’s The Day After Tomorrow, as 
well as the feature films Return From The River 
Kwai, Summerfield and A Cry In The Dark, was 
Nick Tate. 
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TRIBUTES TO PAUL MAXWELL 


Arriving just too late to include in our tribute 
section last issue, we have received the following 
tributes to Paul (Steve Zodiac) Maxwell who died 
last December, from his Fireball XL5 colleagues 
John (Commander Zero) Bluthal and David 
(Professor Matic) Graham. 


JOHN BLUTHAL 
Paul Maxwell lived just a few blocks away from 
me in Putney. It is 30 years ago that we did 
Fireball XL5 - | used to pick him up and we drove 
to Slough to record. We were both proud of our 
families and happy with our work. 
| shall miss Paul. He was a warm, gentle, 
gentleman. The gags we shared driving to and 
from the studio were as enjoyable as the 
recordings. He was a lead who gave the team 
drive. 
Requiscat In Pace. 
Commander Zero. 


Davin GraHaM 

| was deeply sorry to learn of the death of Paul 
Maxwell. | worked with him many times for Gerry 
Anderson and in various voice overs. Apart from 
being a fine actor, he was a very nice man, quiet 
and unassuming. It was always a pleasure to work 
with him. He will be sorely missed by his friends 
and colleagues in the profession. 


A special service was held for Paul at the Actor’s 
Church - St. Paul’s, Covent Garden - on March 
31st 1992. Fanderson guest liaison lan Boyce was 
invited to attend and sent us this report: 

On the 31st of March, Lorraine Malby and | 
were privileged enough to be invited to attend the 
Thanksgiving Service for Paul Maxwell, who had 
died just before Christmas. The service was held at 
St. Paul’s, Covent Garden, also known as the 
Actor’s Church. 

Among the many faces that | recognised from TV 
and film were the familiar faces of Matt 
Zimmerman (with his wife Shirley Chapman) and 
David Healy, both voice artists from the Anderson 
world. 

The service itself was a combination of address, 
readings, songs and hymns. The bible reading, 
which was taken from St. John Chapter 1 verses 1 
- 7, was read by another familiar face - Ed Bishop. 

Letters to Paul’s wife, Mary, were read 
dramatically by actresses Helen Horton, Pat Starr 
and Maxine Audley. A very funny address by 
veteran actor Bernard Spear was followed by a 
song sung by Jane Sherritt and the last address by 
Tony Parker. Tony’s speech was the most 
memorable in the service as he spoke of his 
daughter who had gone to school with Paul’s own 
daughter. Tony’s daughter had become a dentist, 
whilst Paul’s daughter became an engineer. Paul 
had joked with Tony that their daughters both had 
similar jobs, in that they both worked on ‘bridges’. 

Tony had always wanted to become an actor and 
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went to many auditions were he kept meeting Paul 
- Paul was a fully qualified drama teacher and was 
always giving Tony advice. 

Eventually, Tony went on to become a director 
and one of his biggest successes was the TV series 
Shelley. Even during the series’ run, Tony wanted 
to have an American part written into the series so 
that Paul could take the part, but by the time the 
writers came to write an American into the show, 
Paul was far too old to play it as the writers had 
written for a young American. 

A song sung by Johnny Myers, prayers, another 
hymn and the final blessing finished the service. 
The whole event was not gloomy by any means - 
there was laughter throughout the meeting, which 
we believe Mary Maxwell and Ed Bishop knew was 
as Paul would have wanted it to be. 


FAB BACK ISSUES 


Back issues of FAB Magazine are now available 
from the editorial office. Each magazine is packed 
with news, interviews and articles as detailed 
below. The free photo stickers originally mailed 
with each issue are not available. 


FAB 1: SOLD OUT! 


FAB 2: Interview - Alan Perry (Pt.2); Script To 
Screen - Captain Scarlet: The Mysterons; 
Fanderson 91 photo report; G-Force report| 
(Pt.1); Complete Thunderbirds Episode Listing. 
Cover: Captain Scarlet - Flight To Atlantica. 
£1.50 


FAB 3: Interview - Matt Zimmerman; Script To 
Screen - Space:1999: Catacombs Of The Moon 
(Pt.1); UFO Location Tour (Pt.1); G-Force report, 


FAB 4: BUMPER ISSUE! Interview - Paul Maxwell; 
Script To Screen - Space:1999: Catacombs Of 
The Moon (Pt.2); Complete Space:1999 Year 
One Episode Listing; Tributes To Paul Maxwell; A 
Decade Of Fanderson; Desert Island Anderson; 
Sing-Along-A-Supermarionation (Pt.1); 
Thunderbirds Definitive FAB Episode Guide: Pt.2 - 
Episodes 1-8. Cover: Thunderbirds: The Cham- 
Cham. £2.00 


Each issue is priced as shown. Please also 
include 50p postage and packing on each| 
magazine ordered and make cheques or postal 
orders (£ Sterling only) payable to FanDERSON. 
Send your orders to: 

FAB, c/o Fanderson, P.O. Box 93, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire, WF1 1XJ 
allowing 28 days for delivery of your magazines. 
Please note: back issues of FAB must be 
ordered directly from the FAB editorial address - 
please do not include back issue orders with 
merchandise orders from Fanderson Sales. 


PART THREE - EPISODES 9 - 16 
Our Thunderbirds guide continues with synopses and notes to the series’ episodes presented in the official 
ITC order - the episode numbers cross-reference to the cast and credits listings in Part One of this guide. 
The individual episode entries detail all the regular characters (voices as listed in Part One) and the major 
vehicles seen in the episode, with a complete voice cast list for the ‘guest’ characters. 


9. Move - Anp You’re DEAD 

Alan and Grandma are trapped high on the 
girders of the suspension bridge over the San 
Miguel River. A device with several antenna is 
positioned nearby. A new sports car pulls away 
leaving them stranded - if either makes a move the 
device will cause the bridge to explode. Very slowly, 
Alan uses his wrist communicator to call Tracy 
Island. 

As Scott, Virgil and Brains set off, Jeff learns 
that even if Alan and Grandma manage to keep still 
in the hot noonday sun, the bomb is set to explode 
at 13.00 hours anyway. Grandma faints, her fall 
prevented by a girder. In order to keep Alan from 
passing out too, Jeff makes Alan explain how they 
got into this fix... 

...Virgil and Tin-Tin ferry Alan to Parola Sands in 
TB2. Alan is to take part in the Parola Sands Race 
to test a new engine designed by Brains. After the 
race he will collect Grandma Tracy from her house, 
as she is to join the rest of her family in 
International Rescue on Tracy Island. On arrival at 
Parola Sands, Alan meets his old friend, engineer 
Kenny Malone, and an old race track rival, Victor 
Gomez. Gomez and his partner Johnny Gillespie are 
desperate for the prize money and are prepared to 
go to any lengths to win the race. 

The next day, the race is on and Alan leads the 
field down to the last lap. Gomez tries to force 
Alan off the road on a tight bend in a last ditch 
attempt at victory, but in spite of Gomez’s dirty 
tactics, Alan wins the race. In the pits, Gillespie 
tells Gomez he has a plan to deal with Tracy once 


and for all. While Alan phones Grandma from the 
parking lot, Gomez causes a car to fall from the 
automatic stacking system, crash-landing on Alan’s 
phone booth. However, Alan has completed his call 
and already left the booth. 

Alan collects Grandma and heads for the 
rendezvous with TB2, but their car is hijacked by 
Gomez and Gillespie, who force them at gun-point 
to drive out onto the centre of the San Miguel 
bridge. Alan and Grandma are made to climb up 
onto the girders of the bridge, and with a sonic 
wave generator (which will register any movement 
and detonate a bomb under the bridge itself) in 
place, Gomez and Gillespie leave the Tracys to their 
fate... 

...Alan’s story has managed to keep him awake 
long enough for TB2 to arrive at the San Miguel 
River, landing on a slope above the bridge. Using a 
small transmitter truck, Brains neutralises the 
sonic wave generator to enable Virgil to manoeuvre 
a hover bed vehicle onto the bridge underneath 
Alan and Grandma - jets of air catch Alan as he 
falls from the girder. The pair are rescued and 
escape the bridge as the bomb explodes. 

Meanwhile, Scott attempts to stop Gomez and 
Gillespie by strafing the road with machine gun fire. 
The two villains struggle for control of the steering 
wheel and crash the car. 

Notes: This episode is Grandma's first 
appearance in the series, as we see her setting off 
to join her family on Tracy Island - it should, 
therefore, be seen before The Uninvited, The 
Mighty Atom, Vault Of Death and Operation Crash- 
Dive. 

Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, 
Brains, Tin-Tin, Grandma. 
Mayor Equipment: TB1, TB2 (Pods 1 & 5), 


Alan, Gordon, 


Neutraliser Equipment, Hover Bed Vehicle. 
Voice Cast 


Victor Gomez.. 
Johnny Gillespie. 
Kenny Malone. 
World TV Commentator. 
Parola Sands Announce: 
Timekeeper.. 
Parola Sands Pag 


David Graham 
Ray Barrett 
...Ray Barrett 
jatt Zimmerman 
...Ray Barrett 
David Holliday 
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10. Martian Invasion 

Two policemen, responding to a flying saucer 
report, find themselves attacked by Martians and 
trapped in a cave, as part of a movie script to be 
directed by B-movie director Goldheimer - all under 
the supervision of the Hood in a devious plan to 
capture the secrets of International Rescue on film 
for sale to General X. Exerting his psychic control, 
he forces Kyrano to switch off the automatic 
camera detector in TB1, and then sets his plan in 
motion. 

Filming begins in the Nevada Desert using 
automatic camera equipment.The first scenes 
involve the two policemen becoming trapped in the 
cave by the Martians, but the Hood has sabotaged 
a pyrotechnic effects sequence - the explosion 
brings down the whole cliff face, trapping the two 
actors inside the cave, which begins to fill up with 
water from an underground river. The film unit 
calls International Rescue and TBs 1 and 2 soon 
arrive on the scene. Virgil pilots an excavating 
vehicle which drills through the boulders at the 
cave entrance to create an opening, enabling the 
water inside the cave to drain out. The two actors 
are swept to safety as the cave roof collapses. 

As the Thunderbird craft prepare to return 
home, Scott discovers that the automatic camera 
detector has been disabled. Using the film crew's 
video playback system, he learns that the entire 
rescue operation has been captured on film. The 
Hood has already escaped in his jeep to rendezvous 
with General X at his mansion. A desperate chase 
ensues with the Hood eventually stealing a light 
aircraft for the last leg of his journey - however, 
the plane is in need of an overhaul and it crashes 
into General X’s mansion, destroying the film. 
Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, 
John, Tin-Tin, Kyrano, the Hood. 

Maysor Equipment: TB1, TB2 (Pod 5), TBS, 
Excavator, Hoverbike, Hood’s Jeep. 

Voice Cast 
Goldheimer. 
Bletcher. 


..Ray Barrett 
David Graham 
Matt Zimmerman 
....David Graham 


Slim..... Matt Zimmerman 
Martian Pete ..Peter Dyneley 
Martian Ray........ -Ray Barrett 


-Shane Rimmer 
David Graham 
.-Sylvia Anderson 
Ray Barrett 


Director of Photography. 
Production Manager 
Make-Up Girl.. 


11. Brink OF DisasTER 
While Lady Penelope eludes two villains in FAB 1, 
eventually blowing them off the road, Warren 
Grafton, a visitor to the Creighton-Ward Mansion, 
disables the alarm systems as he waits for 
Penelope’s return. Meeting with Penelope, Grafton 
explains that he is looking for investors in his 
Pacific Atlantic Monorail company. Parker 
suspects a scam when he recognises Grafton’s 
chauffeur as a crook, so Penny puts Grafton in 
touch with Jeff Tracy who investigates as an 
interested investor. But Grafton intends to make 
up his financial deficit with Penelope’s jewels. 
Grafton takes Jeff, Brains and Tin-Tin aboard the 
totally automated Pacific Atlantic monotrain, 
assuring them of complete safety. However, a 
patrolling helijet is struck by lightening in a storm 
and crashes into a monorail bridge, bringing down 
the bridge and cutting off the automatic signals. 
The train is out of control and heading for disaster! 

In Foxleyheath, Grafton’s men break into the 
Creighton-Ward Mansion and plunder Lady 
Penelope's floor safe. However, the security 
devices on the safe itself are still intact and alert 
Penny and Parker, who use machine guns to 
disable the crooks’ car. The villains steal FAB 1, 
but Penny locks the steering by remote control, 
leaving them going in circles. 

Jeff calls International Rescue as Brains 
attempts to re-activate the brakes. Two attempts 
fail, but eventually he manages to stop the train - 
right in the middle of the collapsing bridge. TBs 1 
and 2 arrive at the danger zone and Virgil lowers 
the magnetic grabs from TB2 to remove the 
monotrain car to safety, just as the bridge 
collapses. His scam revealed, Grafton and his 
cohorts are imprisoned. 

Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Brains, Lady 
Penelope, Parker, Tin-Tin. 

Magsor Equipment: TB1, TB2, TBS, FAB 1, Helijet, 
Monotrain. 


Voice Cast 


Warren Grafton. -David Graham 


Harry Malloy... David Graham 
Doolan. Matt Zimmerman 
Selsden. ....Ray Barrett 
Hugo.... -Peter Dyneley 
2nd Investo: Ray Barrett 


Stan (Patrol 538 -Matt Zimmerman 
Patrol Base..... -Matt Zimmerman 
Crook with Machine Gun................0068 Ray Barrett 


12. THE PERILS OF PENELOPE (No on-screen title) 


A new rocket fuel produced from sea water - and 
used to power the Sun Probe on its’ historic solar 
flight - has been developed by International 
Rescue’s Sir Jeremy Hodge in partnership with 
Professor Borrender. But Borrender disappears 
from a monotrain during a journey to Anderbad and 
Hodge calls in Lady Penelope to help find his friend. 
They meet in a Parisian café where Penny narrowly 
avoids being poisoned. As he flees, the culprit 
leaves behind a matchbook emblazoned with an 
heraldic crest. Tracking down the crest in the 
heraldic archive, Penny and Hodge become trapped 
in the basement as gas is pumped in, but they are 
rescued by Parker. Hodge explains that the 
process that he and Borrender have developed 
could contaminate the world’s oceans and shift the 
balance of power if it falls into the wrong hands - 
someone is clearly out to see that it does! 

Penny and Hodge retrace Borrender's steps by 
taking the monotrain to Anderbad, but the evil Dr 
Godber is aboard - he arranges a power failure as 
the train enters the Anderbad Tunnel, and kidnaps 
Penny and Hodge, taking them to his tunnel 
hideout (a control sub-station) where the pair are 
reunited with Professor Borrender. To make Hodge 
and Borrender reveal the secret of their process, 
Godber ties Penny to a ladder and lowers her into 
the path of the Anderbad Express! Virgil and 
Gordon arrive at Anderbad in TB2, meeting up with 
Parker in FAB 1. Realising Penny has gone 
missing, Virgil and Gordon set off into the Tunnel 
on a search vehicle. As the Anderbad Express 
approaches, the boys discover Godber’s hideout. A 
gunfight ensues, but the control panel in the sub- 
station is destroyed - the train cannot be stopped! 
Virgil shoots the rope which holds Penelope in 
place and she falls out of the path of the train just 
as it comes hurtling through the tunnel. 

Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, Lady 
Penelope, Parker, Tin-Tin. 
Mayor Equipment: TB1, TB2 (Pod 6), FAB 1, 


Search Vehicle, Monotrain, Sun Probe. 
Voice Cast 


Sir Jeremy Hodge... 
Professor Borrender. 
Dr Godber. 
Albert.. 


-Peter Dyneley 
David Graham 
Ray Barrett 
-Matt Zimmerman 
.. David Graham 
. David Graham 
David Graham 
...David Graham 


Colonel Benson. 
TV Reporter 


13. Terror In New York City 

National Television Broadcasting System 
reporter Ned Cook is determined to get pictures of 
the Thunderbird craft during a rescue operation, 
but TB1’s automatic camera detector alerts Scott 
to Cook’s transgression and electro-magnetically 
wipes the taped pictures after a brief chase. 
Returning from the rescue site, TB2 strays into a 
Naval test area and is attacked by missiles 
launched from the USN Sentinel. The giant craft is 
badly hit and narrowly avoids crashing into the sea. 
Virgil pilots the stricken TB2 to a crash-landing on 
Tracy Island - he is not badly hurt, but TB2 will be 
out of action for weeks. 

From his sick bed, Virgil watches Ned Cook 
reporting from New York on the ingenious 
operation to move the Empire State Building to 
allow for redevelopment of the surrounding area. 
The huge building is slowly moved along rail tracks, 
supported by a huge gantry tractor, but the 
ground gives way beneath it and as the building 
comes crashing down, both Cook and his 
cameraman, Joe, fall into a deep cavern. The 
Empire State Building collapses over the hole and 
the men are trapped with water seeping into their 
hollow from an underground river. 

This is clearly a job for TB4, which could navigate 
up the river from its outlet in the bay, but with TB2 
out of commission there is no way to get TB4 to 
New York in time to save Ned and Joe, who will be 
underwater within 22 hours. Jeff makes a priority 
call to Washington and arranges for TB4 to be 
transported to New York by the USN Sentinel, but 
the journey will still take 24 hours. Scott races 
ahead in TB1 and establishes radio contact with 
Ned and Joe. Breathing apparatus is passed down 
to the two men through a small hole in the cavern 
roof, but each has only two hours of air in the 
tanks - there is no margin for error! 

Sentinel arrives in New York harbour and 
Gordon sets off in TB4 to search for the inlet to 
the underground river. Scott tells Ned and Joe - 
now completely submerged - to search for the river 
entrance from their end, but the nearby Fulmer 
Finance Building collapses causing a tidal wave 
through the underground cavern. Ned and Joe find 
the river entrance from the cavern, but their air 
has run out. Gordon spots the men from TB4 and 
rescues them just as the tidal wave hits and TB4 is 
swept back into the harbour by the powerful 
current. 

Later, the Tracys, with Brains and Tin-Tin, are in 


the audience at the next broadcast of The Ned 
Cook Show, as a wheelchair-bound Ned Cook pays 
tribute to the brave men and women of 
International Rescue. 

Notes: Other guests in the audience at The Ned 
Cook Show include Dr Godber from The Perils Of 
Penelope and film producer Bletcher from Martian 
Invasion. While Sylvia Anderson is credited as a 
voice artist, she does not take part in this episode. 
Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, 
Brains, Tin-Tin, Kyrano, Grandma. 

Mauor Equipment: TB1, TB2 (Pod 6), TB4, Firefly, 
USN Sentinel. 


Voice Cast 


.:Matt Zimmerman 

....David Graham 
....Ray Barrett 
-David Graham 
Shane Rimmer 
....Ray Barrett 
-David Graham 
-David Graham 


Sentinel Commander. 
First Officer Clayton. 
Scanners. 


2nd Policeman - Site Control. 
Police Patrol 


Newsreader. ..--Ray Barrett 
Washington. Shane Rimmer 
Garner... -David Graham 
Compere - The Ned Cook Show. ....Ray Barrett 


14. Enp OF THE Roap 

The Gray & Houseman Construction Company are 
building a road through a mountain range using 
their amazing road construction vehicle, but they 
have to complete their contract before the 
monsoon season. Eddie Houseman has done his 
part by blasting a pathway through the mountains, 
and now pays a call on his old friend Tin-Tin Kyrano 
on Jracy Island. Alan is less than pleased to see 
Tin-Tin’s old flame sweeping her off her feet again. 

Back at the road construction project, the 

mountain range is crumbling into the pathway 
cleared by Eddie, and will never survive the 
monsoon. When Eddie hears the news, he 
immediately returns to the site - if Gray and 
Houseman don’t make the completion date, the 
company is finished. Eddie recklessly sets off in an 
explosives tractor to plant charges on the unstable 
peak to make it fall away from the road. With the 
peak about to collapse, Eddie fires the charges 
while still too close and the blast leaves his tractor 
teetering on the edge of the mountain trail. But 
there’s worse to come: he still has a case of 
unstable neutomic charges aboard - if he goes over 
the edge, he'll be blown sky high! 


Bob Gray calls in International Rescue who are 
faced with a dilemma - Eddie Houseman knows 
them, so if they rescue him, their security will be 
breached. Scott sets off in TB1 followed by Virgil 
and Alan in TB2. Falling rocks threaten to 
overbalance the tractor, but Scott fires long 
spears into the cliff face to protect Houseman 
from the boulders. As Virgil brings TB2 in to pick 
up the tractor with the magnetic grabs, the craft's 
vertical jets start to tip the tractor over the edge, 
but Scott manoeuvres TB1 to prop up the tractor 
with the nose cone, enabling TB2 to descend and 
pick up the vehicle. 

However, the tractor proves too heavy for the 
grabs, which fail one by one as TB2 moves away 
from the danger zone. Virgil moves the tractor 
near to the mountainside and Eddie leaps clear as 
the tractor slips free of the grabs and the 
neutomic charges cause an enormous explosion. 
With Eddie saved, TBs 1 & 2 head for home - Eddie 
never saw the faces of the men piloting the 
vehicles, so IR’s security is intact. 

Notes: The Gray & Houseman Road Construction 
Vehicle is later re-vamped and painted yellow, 
reappearing in Atlantic Inferno and Path Of 
Destruction (as the Crablogger]. While Sylvia 
Anderson is credited as a voice artist, she does 
not take part in this episode. 

Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, 
John, Brains, Tin-Tin, Kyrano, Grandma. 
Mayor Eauipment: 1TB1, TB2, TB5, Road 
Construction Vehicle, Explosives Tractor, Helijet. 
Voice Cast 

wie siwiratncisamnsieenahaeacien Ray Barrett 
-David Graham 
-David Graham 
....Ray Barrett 
.Matt Zimmerman 
-David Graham 
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14. Day OF Disaster 

A Martian Space Probe rocket is being 
transported to its launch site over the Allington 
Suspension Bridge. The load is well within the 
capacity of the bridge, but not as concentrated 
mass, and as the MSP slowly travels over the 
bridge, the suspension cables begin to snap and 
the bridge collapses, tipping the MSP from the 
transport vehicle into the Allington River. The 
rocket lands on the river bed in an upright launch 
position, but covered in debris from the bridge. The 
impact sets off the automatic countdown which will 


blow the rocket to pieces...and two engineers are 
trapped in the command module! 

Brains is visiting Lady Penelope in England and 
both witness the disaster taking place on 
television. They rush to the bridge in FAB 1 but the 
approach is blocked by sightseers. Brains makes 
his way to the bridge on foot whilst Lady Penelope 
and Parker arrange a diversion by blowing up a 
disused research station nearby, drawing the 
crowd’s attention away from the bridge so as not 
to hamper the rescue operation. Brains arrives at 
the Allington Bridge control centre where the 
Bridge Controller refuses to acknowledge the need 
for more sophisticated rescue equipment. Instead 
he has brought in antiquated dock cranes to clear 
the debris from the MSP, but the attempt fails and 
the two cranes capsize. Brains contacts John in 
TB5 on his wrist communicator, directing the 
International Rescue operation himself. 

TB1 arrives at the bridge, closely followed by 
TB2. Virgil releases Pod 4 and Gordon pilots TB4 
into the river to survey the wreckage. Gordon cuts 
through the debris with TB4’s lasers, while Virgil 
lifts the wreckage from the water with the 
magnetic grabs. With time running out, Brains 
suggests that Gordon should blow away the rest of 
the debris with missiles. The plan works, and 
Gordon rams TB4 into the MSP command module 
to knock it clear of the main craft. The module 
floats to the surface and is air-lifted away from the 
danger zone by TB2 with only 30 seconds to spare. 
The MSP launches from the river bed and, after an 
erratic flight, explodes in mid-air. 

The Bridge Controller turns Brains over to 
psychiatrist Dr Korda, believing him to be insane 
after seeing him talking into his watch. Penelope 
‘rescues’ Brains from the clutches of the 
psychiatrist - who then witnesses Penny talking 
into her powder compact! 


Notes: The music accompanying the journey of 
the MSP is entitled ‘March Of The Oysters’ - 
originally composed by Barry Gray for the Stingray 
episode Secret Of The Giant Oyster, the piece is 
also heard in 30 Minutes After Noon, The 
Impostors and The Cham-Cham. 


Recutar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, 


John, Brains, Lady Penelope, Parker, Tin-Tin, 
Grandma. 

Mavsor Equipment: 1TB1, TB2 (Pod 4), TB4, TBS, 
FAB 1, MSP. 


Voice Cast 
Allington Bridge Controller.... 
Dave Clayton 


...Ray Barrett 
David Graham 
...Ray Barrett 
David Graham 
Matt Zimmerman 
David Graham 
Peter Dyneley 
...Peter Dyneley 
Matt Zimmerman 


Professor Wingrove. 
NTBS Reporter.... 
NTBS Reporter 2. 


Policeman David Graham 
Dr R.G. Korda ...Ray Barrett 
Crane Chief... Peter Dyneley 


16. Epce Or Impact 

The Hood is hired by General Bron to sabotage 
the new Red Arrow fighter plane, ensuring that the 
plane crashes into the launch site on its test flight. 
Test supervisor Tim Casey is replaced for the tests 
on Red Arrow 2, so Casey pays an unexpected call 
on his old friend Jeff Tracy. Brains suspects that 
the Red Arrow was sabotaged and provides Red 
Arrow 2 pilot Goddard with a diversion detector 
before he returns to base. The Hood has planted a 
diversion device on a telecommunications relay 
tower - when Red Arrow 2 makes its test flight, it 
is drawn off course. Goddard ejects, but the plane 
crashes into the tower, trapping two men, Jim and 
Stan, in the control cabin. The men call 
International Rescue as the tower disintegrates. 

As a diversionary tactic, Tin-Tin takes Casey 
scuba-diving, enabling the launch of TBs 1 and 2. 
Arriving at the danger zone, Alan operates the 
Thunderiser, a tracked vehicle with a mounted 
mortar cannon, firing two low altitude escape 
harnesses through the window of the control 
cabin. Donning the harnesses, Jim and Stan climb 
onto the balcony and activate the jet packs on the 
harnesses as the relay tower finally gives way and 
crashes to the ground. Virgil finds the Hood’s 
device in the wreckage and contacts the police who 
set up road blocks to trap the Hood. 

A patrol car spots the Hood’s van and gives 
chase, but the Hood ignores a diversion sign and 
drives his van over a cliff where a bridge used to 
be! Returning from his diving expedition, Casey is 
informed by Jeff that he is to return to base to 
resume his old job. 

Recuiar Cast: Jeff, Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon, 
Brains, Tin-Tin, the Hood. 
Mayor Equipment: 1TB1, TB2 (Pod 3), Thunderiser, 
Hover Packs, Remote Camera, Braman, Red Arrow 
41, Red Arrow 2, TX204. 
Voice Cast 
Colonel Tim Casey.... 
Commander Norman. 
General Bron. 


..David Graham 
..Peter Dyneley 
....David Graham 
Matt Zimmerman 
....David Graham 
SEA ccinenerine seccanissionssagnstenaeenseeyee Ray Barrett 
David Graham 
..Ray Barrett 
Matt Zimmerman 
David Graham 
..Ray Barrett 
Christine Finn 


Control Tower Lt. 
Captain. 
Policeman 1 
Policeman 2 
Police Radio.. 
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Our first Desert Island article last issue generated so much response that we have been 
literally inundated with Desert Island listings. Thank you to everyone who sent in their 
lists - each one has been noted even if it does not appear here. Keep them coming! Here 
is a selection of the lists that we have received recently. 


For those of you who are new to this, the 
premise is that you have been selected to spend a 
substantial part of the rest of your life on a remote 
desert island with only Oink the Seal for company 
and a complete projection or video playback system 
at your disposal. You have to choose which ten 
episodes or separate films from the complete 
Gerry Anderson TV series and film library you 
would choose to take with you. 

Now, when you sit down and think about it, the 
actual choices tend to be very difficult to settle on - 
you get to about eight or nine and then start 
thinking about all those other episodes that you're 
going to have to leave back at Marineville! 

Alex Geairns seems to have the right idea, and 
submitted a very strong list of top episodes: 


Avex GEAIRNS 

1. UFO - Mindbender 

2. Thunderbirds - Terror In New York City 
3. Captain Scarlet - Flight To Atlantica 

4. Space:1999 - Dragon's Domain 

5. Fireball XLS - Space Immigrants 

6. Thunderbirds - The Duchess Assignment 
7. Joe 90 - See You Down There 

8. UFO - The Cat With Ten Lives 

9. Stingray - Titan Goes Pop 

10. Captain Scarlet - Attack On Cloudbase 


You see, they don’t necessarily have to be the 
series’ very best episodes - it’s down to what you 
personally like to watch, and Alex has clearly 
chosen some of the funniest episodes of Fireball, 
Stingray, Thunderbirds and Joe 90 to keep him 
laughing and take the pressure off some of the 
creepiest episodes of Space:1999 and UFO 
(unless Alex included those episodes because he 
finds them funny aswell!?). 

Simon King tells us that he could have chosen 
ten episodes of his favourite show - Stingray - but 
opted for a bit of variety as you can have too much 
of a good thing! 


Simon King 

Stingray - Emergency Marineville 
Stingray - Titan Goes Pop 

UFO - Sub-Smash 

UFO - Timelash 

Supercar - Space For Mitch 
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6. Thunderbirds - Pit Of Peril 

7. Captain Scarlet - The Trap 

8. Captain Scarlet - Codename Europa 
9. The Secret Service - Recall To Service 
10. Space:1999 - Dragon’s Domain 


It’s funny how certain episodes keep popping up, 
isn’t it? Dragon’s Domain and Titan Goes Pop are 
obviously very popular with a lot of people, as are 
Sub-Smash, Stingray’s Secret Of The Giant Oyster 
and Scarlet’s Noose Of Ice - but we'll come back to 
that later. Good to see Simon taking an episode of 
The Secret Service with him (and probably the 
best one too!). Perhaps after the show is released 
on video later in the year, we'll get more votes for 
this smashing little series, which all too few of you 
have seen, as yet. 

Glynis Lovell elected to take one episode of each 
show from Supercar to Space:1999 with her, but 
missed out The Secret Service [shame on you, 
Glynis!) and opted for an extra Thunderbirds 
episode instead. 


Giynis Lovett 

4. Supercar - Icefall 

2. Thunderbirds - Attack Of The Alligators! 
3. Fireball XL5 - The Granatoid Tanks 

4. Stingray - Secret Of The Giant Oyster 
5. Thunderbirds - Operation Crash Dive 

6. Captain Scarlet - Treble Cross 

7. Joe 90 - The Unorthodox Shepherd 

8. UFO - The Square Triangle 

9. The Protectors - 2000 ft To Die 

10. Space:1999 - The Testament Of Arkadia 


Canadian member David Villemaire admits that 
his favourite shows are UFO and Captain Scarlet, 
so his list mostly comprises episodes from those 
two series, although he tells us he had to include 
the pilot episodes of Thunderbirds and Stingray 
for variety {and simply because he loves both of 
those shows too!) 


Davin VILLEMAIRE 

UFO - Identified 

Captain Scarlet - The Mysterons 
UFO - The Responsibility Seat 
Captain Scarlet - Expo 2068 
UFO - Sub-Smash 


opons 


Captain Scarlet - Shadow Of Fear 

UFO - Mindbender 

Captain Scarlet - Dangerous Rendezvous 
Thunderbirds - Trapped In The Sky 

10. Stingray - Stingray (untitled pilot episode) 


oon 


Neil Thompson was the first to include any of the 
feature films on his top ten list - surprising when 
you consider what value the feature films 
constitute in running time (well over an hour and a 
half with the complete Doppelganger for example), 
surely a boon when stranded for an indefinite 
period. 


Ne THompson 

UFO - The Sound Of Silence 

UFO - Survival 

Thunderbirds - Give Or Take A Million 
Thunderbirds - Operation Crash Dive 
Fireball XL5 - XL5 To H2O0 

Joe 90 - The Unorthodox Shepherd 
Stingray - The Ghost Ship 

Captain Scarlet- The Trap 
Thunderbirds Are Go! 

10. Doppelganger 


PONT peDs 


As we explained last time, the Desert Island lists 
that you have been sending us have enabled us to 
compile an overall list of Top Ten episodes and 
series by allocating each listing as a ‘vote’ for that 
specific series/episode/film. We have added this 
issue’s results (compiled from all the lists that we 
have received) to those from FAB4 to give us our 
current Top Ten listings: 


Top Ten Episodes (June 1992) 

UFO - Sub-Smash 

Space:1999 - Dragon’s Domain 
Thunderbirds - Trapped In The Sky 
Thunderbirds - Terror In New York City 
UFO - Mindbender 

Space:1999 - Breakaway 

Captain Scarlet - Lunarville 7 
Captain Scarlet- The Mysterons 
Captain Scarlet - Flight To Atlantica 
O. UFO - The Sound Of Silence 
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Top Ten Series (June 1992 
Thunderbirds 
UFO 
Captain Scarlet And The Mysterons 
Space:1999 
Stingray 
Joe 90 
=. Fireball XL5 
Terrahawks 
9=. Supercar 
The Secret Service 


NOTE ww s 


Last time out, we also asked you to suggest 
which episodes you would choose to dump if you 
were crossing the Allington Suspension Bridge with 
a complete collection of Gerry Anderson series and 
films, but found that ten episodes had to go over 


the side to prevent the bridge from collapsing 
under the weight. Several of you unfairly decided to 
dump every episode of Terrahawks while others 
simply listed each flashback episode, explaining 
that those episodes are superfluous if you have all 
the others. Glynis Lovell couldn’t bring herself to 
throw anything away, telling us she’d just take her 
chances and die happy! 

Jonathan Baxter suggested that we should 
narrow the field of our premise to prevent him 
from exterminating whole series in the interests of 
saving his own neck, explaining that he would quite 
happily dump every episode of Twizzle, Torchy, 
Four Feather Falls and Supercar, for example, to 
prevent that bridge from crumbling! Jonathan 
proposes that members are carrying complete 
series or films in which one has a legitimate 
interest, narrowing one’s choice to those episodes 
of such series which are felt to let down the rest of 
the series as a whole. 

In hindsight, we feel that perhaps Jonathan is 
right - the premise rather takes it for granted that 
you all like every series and film to some degree, 
and, unfortunately, this is patently not so (and 
we're sure that even Gerry Anderson himself would 
happily chuck every episode of Twizzle overboard if 
his life depended on it!). So, here it is: rather than 
a complete collection of every Anderson 
production, you are carrying a collection which 
comprises every episode of each series of which 
you enjoy the majority of episodes, and also those 
feature films and one-off episodes (The Day After 
Tomorrow: /nto Infinity, The Investigator and 
Space Police:Star Laws) which you enjoy. You 
must pick ten or suffer the same fate as the 
Martian Probe Rocket. 

To get the ball rolling, Jonathan submitted his 
list (on Fanderson Fireball XL5 notepaper too - 
good man!) which complies with the above 
criterion. 


JONATHAN BaxTER 

1. Captain Scarlet - Codename Europa 
2. Captain Scarlet - Operation Time 
3. Fireball XL5 - The Triads 
4. Fireball XL5 - Flying Zodiac 
5. Joe 90 - Big Fish 

6. Joe 90 - Viva Cordova 
7. UFO - Close Up 

8. Space:1999 - The Rules Of Luton 

9. Thunderbirds - Cry Wolf 

10. Stingray - Secret Of The Giant Oyster 


As you can see, it’s going to prove quite 
interesting comparing your likes and dislikes - over 
half of the titles on Jonathan’s Allington Bridge list 
are also on a number of your Desert Island lists. 
We'll take a closer look at your Allington Bridge 
lists next time, so keep both those and your Desert 
Island suggestions coming. 

Send your Desert Island and Allington Bridge 
lists to the editorial address: 

FAB, c/o Fanderson, P.O. Box 93, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire WF1 1XJd 
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This issue, continuing our series of episode listings, we present a complete listing to Gerry 


Anderson's Supermarionation series Joe 90. The 30 episodes appear in their original 


production/shooting order (November 1967 to August 1968), the official ITC order, and the 
original UK broadcast order (ATV Midlands - September 29th, 1968 to April 20th 1969). 


UK Broadcast Order 


OONDAAROMS> 


Production Order 
The Most Special Agent * 
Hi-Jacked 

Splashdown 

Operation McClaine 
Three’s A Crowd 
International Concerto 
Big Fish 

The Unorthodox Shepherd 
Relative Danger 


. Business Holiday 

. King For A Day 

. Double Agent 

. Most Special Astronaut 
. Arctic Adventure 

. The Fortress 

. Colonel McClaine 

. Project 90 

. The Race 

. The Professional 

. Lone Handed 90 

. Attack Of The Tiger 

. Talkdown 

. Breakout 

. Mission X-41 

. Test Flight 

. Child Of The Sun God 
. Trial At Sea 

. See You Down There 
. The Birthday 

. Viva Cordova 


WONOTSWMS 


ITC Order 
The Most Special Agent 
Hi-Jacked 
Splashdown 
International Concerto 
Operation McClaine 
Big Fish 
Relative Danger 
The Unorthodox Shepherd 
King For A Day 


. Business Holiday 

. Most Special Astronaut 
. Three’s A Crowd 

. Double Agent 

. Arctic Adventure 

. The Fortress 

. Project 90 

. Colonel McClaine 

. Lone Handed 90 

. The Race 

. The Professional 

. Talkdown 

. Breakout 

. Child Of The Sun God 
. Trial At Sea 

. Viva Cordova 

. Attack Of The Tiger 

. Mission X-41 

. Test Flight 

. See You Down There 
. The Birthday 


The Most Special Agent 
Most Special Astronaut 
Project 90 

Hi-Jacked 

Colonel McClaine 

The Fortress 

King For A Day 
International Concerto 
Splashdown 


. Big Fish 

. Relative Danger 

. Operation McClaine 

. The Unorthodox Shepherd 
. Business Holiday 

. Arctic Adventure 

. Double Agent 

. Three’s A Crowd 

. The Professional 

. The Race 

. Talkdown 

. Breakout 

. Child Of The Sun God 
. See You Down There 
. Lone Handed 90 

. Attack Of The Tiger 

. Viva Cordova 

. Mission X-41 

. Test Flight 

. Trial At Sea 

. The Birthday 


* The Most Special Agent has no on-screen title - this is the title that appears on the script and all official 
documentation for the episode. The ‘new’ (as opposed to ‘flashback’) sequences in The Birthday were 
filmed during the production schedule for See You Down There, using the same crew for both. Of the 30 
episodes, only four (The Most Special Agent, Splashdown, Arctic Adventure and Attack Of The Tiger) are 
not available complete on home video in the UK, comprising, as they do, the compilation feature “The 
Amazing Adventures Of Joe 90”. 
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FANDERSO 
‘FANDERSON JUNIOR’ 


LAUNCHES 


With the increasing interest in Thunderbirds and 
the worlds of Gerry Anderson amongst younger 
fans - fuelled by the recent BBC2 repeats - 
Fanderson is launching a new junior section of 
Fanderson, aimed specifically at very young fans 
who are not catered for by the more adult-oriented 
club magazine and membership package. 

FANDERSON JuNioR will be the Thunderbirds Fan 
Club that younger fans have been demanding since 
last September, and over the coming year, 
members will be introduced to the wider world of 
Gerry Anderson productions as the BBC begins 
network screenings of Stingray and Captain 
Scarlet. 

As a new venture for the club, FANDERSON JUNIOR 
is initially being piloted within the ‘senior’ club - 
existing senior members may enroll their children 
or their friends’ children, while existing junior 
members may opt to switch to FANDERSON JUNIOR 
rather than renewing their ‘senior’ membership. 

Membership to FANDERSON Junior costs just 
£5.00 for one year, and members will receive a 
special welcome letter from Jeff Tracy himself, a 
club badge and membership card, a Fanderson 
Thunderbirds Colouring Book, a brand-new 
Fanderson Thunderbirds full-colour collectable 
postcard, an exclusive Thunderbirds greetings 
card mailed out for the member's birthday (and 
featuring birthday wishes from everyone in 
International Rescue), and the FANDERSON JUNIOR 
newsletter “Tracy Island News” mailed twice a 
year. 

To enroll a young fan in FANDERSON JuNioR, simply 
send the fan’s name, address and birthdate details 
together with the signature of their parent or 
guardian and a cheque or postal order for £5.00 
(made payable to FaNDERSON) to: 

Fanderson Jr., Membership Secretary, 
4 Northway Road, Wick, Littlehampton, West 
Sussex BN17 7JX 

Further details and/or membership forms can be 
obtained by writing to the same address enciosing 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 


NEW MAILING SECRETARY 
REQUIRED 


Due to increasing work and personal 
commitments, our Mailing Secretary Andrew 
Staton has, unfortunately, been forced to step 
back from his duties to Fanderson and tender his 
resignation from the Fanderson committee. 
Andrew will still be assisting the Chairman and FAB 
Editor from ‘behind the scenes’, but the club is left 


with an opening in this important committee 
position. 

The Mailing Secretary’s duties involve co- 
ordinating and organising of our regular mailing 
sessions six times per annum (at which we collate 
the club packages of FAB magazines, sales lists, 
stickers etc. and prepare them for mailing to the 
membership), assisting the P.O. Box Co-ordinator 
with enquiries, and contributing to the organisation 
of the club at regular club committee meetings (six 
weekends per annum, usually in London or the 
surrounding area). 

Prospective candidates should preferably live and 
work in West Yorkshire,to enable them to liaise 
closely with the FAB production team and organise 
mailings in the Leeds/Bradford area (for cost- 
effectiveness), although this need not be a 
necessity if candidates can fulfil these 
requirements from a base outside West Yorkshire. 

If you would like to put your name forward for 
this important committee post, please send your 
application to the Club Secretary, Nick Williams, at 
the address below. Candidates should note that 
club duties are entirely voluntary (and unpaid). 

Fanderson Secretary, 1 Northway Road, Wick, 

Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7JX 


LOCAL GROUPS NEED YOU! 
Local Groups Report by Roger Rice 


Local Groups are especially for Fanderson 
members who want to meet other fans in the club, 
to swap news and views, merchandise and videos, 
or just generally make friends who do not live a 
million miles away. Some of us know that while we 
might meet new friends at conventions, they often 
live too far away to see regularly. So if you want to 
meet other Anderson fans and are finding it 
difficult to do so in your immediate area, then 
perhaps local groups are for you. 

Anyone in Fanderson can join a local group and 
there are no set rules as to how they are run. 
Group co-ordinators usually hold meetings at home, 
showing videos, playing trivial pursuit or just sitting 
talking. Some may prefer to hold meetings in a 
nearby pub or cafe. Enthusiastic groups may 
arrange theatre visits, cinema trips, or visits to 
the location sites where some of the Gerry 
Anderson series were filmed. 

So, if you are new to Fanderson and want to 
meet others who share your enthusiasm for 
Gerry's shows, then write to me enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope at the following 
address: 

Fanderson Local Groups, 18 Hedley Street, 

Maidstone, Kent ME14 1UG 
1 will then attempt to place you with the group that 


is closest to you, passing on your SAE to the co- 
ordinator who will then contact you directly. If no 
group can be found in your area, then | shall let 
you know, but please don’t give up hope. There are 
always new volunteers out there wanting to have a 
go at being a co-ordinator, and who knows, one of 
those could well be you. Always remember that, in 
Fanderson, you are not alone! 

Welcome aboard already to some new co- 
ordinators who are eager to start local groups in 
their area. They are: 

Dave Barnett, 36 Mead Park, Bickington, 
Barnstaple, North Devon EX31 2PF 

Stephen Brown, 31 Mill Rise, Saxmunden, Suffolk 
IP17 1J5X 

Dorothyanne Evans, Mushroom House, Edenfield, 
Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancs BLO OJG 

Mr & Mrs Godfrey, 27 Dryden Court, Clinton 
Park, Tattershall, Lincoln LN4 4PR 

Katie Runciman, 8 Clare Road, Bishopston, Bristol 


NEW CLUB MERCHANDISE 


Fanderson Sales has a number of new 
merchandise items which are available exclusively 
to Fanderson members and - as with all club 
merchandise items - will not be available in any 
shops. First off is the second issue of our fiction 
magazine “21st Century Fiction”, which celebrates 
the 25th Anniversary of Captain Scarlet And The 
Mysterons this year with a special full length 
Captain Scarlet novella, “Crisis” written by Colleen 
Taylor. The story is illustrated with portraits of the 
Captain Scarlet cast by Lynn Simpson, and 
features illustrated covers by Graham Bleathman 
and Chris Bentley. New “21st Century Fiction” 
story editor Pam Brown tells us that the anthology 
format of the (now sold-out) first issue will return 
with issue 3. 

Next up, we have the FaNDERSON 91 convention 
book, for those of you who were unable to attend 
the convention last October. Titled “THe Wortos OF 
Gerry ANDERSON” and produced by the team who 
bring you FAB magazine, the book explores the 
career of Gerry Anderson through investigations of 
each television series and film production from The 
Adventures Of Twizzle to Space Police (original 
pilot film). Dozens of photos illustrate this A4 size 
brochure which is ideal for fans new to Gerry's 
work - as well as those who know it all backwards! 

Finally, we now have available the superb PROJECT 
STRAKER convention book, again by the FAB team. 
This publication features an intensive look at the 
making of UFO from pre-production through to the 
aborted UFO2, with dozens of rare stills from the 
series, full cast and credits for all 26 episodes 
listed in their original production order, the original 
story outlines for Computer Affair and Flight Path, 
and biographies of the main regular cast in an A4 
size brochure. Both this and the FANDERSON 91 
book are only available in very limited numbers and 
are sure to be highly sought-after collectors items. 

See your sales list (enclosed with this issue of 
FAB) for price and ordering details. 


21st CENTURY FICTION 
WELCOMES NEW STORY EDITOR 


The Fanderson fiction magazine “21st Century 
Fiction” has a new Story Editor in Pam Brown, a 
long-time fan and prolific fan-fiction writer. Pam 
has forwarded her own introduction, so it’s over to 
you, Pam. 

Hello and Welcome to the Control Desk of 
your new Story Editor. In a weak moment, 
cajoled by Ralph Titterton and Cathy Ford, | 
agreed to step into Helen McCarthy's excellent 
footsteps and the boring details are that | am 
married to a Batman fan, with two small 
children aged seven and five who are devoted 
followers of Thunderbirds. We also have a cat 
called Rhapsody. | have been a fan of Gerry's 
work since about 1965 and have been a 
member of Fanderson since | discovered its 
existence from the back of my first Captain 
Scarlet video. 

My two favourite pastimes are reading and 
writing, which brings me neatly onto all you 
would be and established writers. To those 
‘would-be’ writers, please have a go. | want to 
hear from you whatever your favourite show is, 
and whether your story is comic, dark or 
regular - send it in now! If you prefer to write 
poetry or to tell your tale via comic strip, fine - 1 
want them all. 

To those of you who have already contributed, 
thank you for your patience. Your work has not 
been dematerialised by the Mysterons. It is safe 
and well cared for, but due to the logistics of 
the changeover, | haven't been able to contact 
you yet. Hang in there - you will be hearing from 
me soon, | promise. 

When your work is returned with my editorial 
comments attached, do remember. that they 
only represent my point of view and if you 
disagree, tell me (politely please - | too am 
sensitive to criticism) - it is, after all, your work 
and not mine. | am here to advise and guide, 
not to carp and criticise. 

To those of you who read our fiction, please 
tell us what you think. As far as | am aware, we 
have had little or no response to our efforts. No 
writer can work in a vacuum and we need to 
know what you want to read more of. Try not to 
be cruel - be constructive! 

Enough of me - now it’s up to you. | am 
waiting, glasses and pen poised, so get 
scribbling, grab a stamp and send it in. 


Thank you, Pam. If you want to write to Pam 
with your comments about “21st Century Fiction”, 
or to send her your story, poem, strip, whatever, 
you can contact her by writing to: 

Control Desk, 24st Century Fiction, 

223 Wincheap, Canterbury, Ken CT1 3TT 
preferably enclosing a stamped self-addressed 
envelope for Pam’s reply. For copies of “21st 
Century Fiction” contact Fanderson Sales at the 
address shown on your Sales List. 
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RENEWED INTEREST IN 
SPACE:1999 BOOSTS PSYCON 
ATTENDANCE 


The recent UK home video releases of complete 
episodes of Space:1999 has fuelled a renewed 
interest in Gerry Anderson’s most spectacular 
science-fiction series. This has subsequently 
boosted the registration figures for Psycon, 
Fanderson’s major full-weekend Space:1999 
convention set for October this year. 

Interest has also come from a variety of guests, 
many of them new to the convention scene and 
eager to talk about their experiences working on 
Space:1999 at Psycon. Series script editor 
CHRISTOPHER PENFOLD, music editor ALAN WILLIS, 
model-builder Martin Bower, and cast members 
A.ise Parsons and Suzanne Roauette have all 
confirmed their intention to attend Psycon. Alibe 
will also be bringing along her close friend ZteNia 
Merton, who many of you will know as Sandra 
Benes in both seasons of the series. We have also 
had positive responses from Year Two composer 
DereK Wapswort, script-writer JoHNNyY ByrRNe and 
prolific guest actor Brian Buessep, all eager to 
attend their first Space convention. 

Attendees will be able to watch episodes from 
both seasons of Space:1999, view a spectacular 


exhibit of original costumes and props from the 
series, purchase rare items of Space:1999 
merchandise in our dealers room, and much, much 
more! 

Psycon will be taking place at Sacha’s Hotel in 
Manchester from the 23rd to 25th of October this 
year (just four months away) and offers very 
reasonable registration and hotel room rates, so 
make sure your booking is registered now to avoid 
missing out on the most explosive Space:1999 
convention this decade! 

To register, simply write enclosing a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to: 

Psycon, Liz May, 22 Regent Street, Rowhedge, 
Colchester, Essex CD5 7EA 


FAB ONE NEEDS YOU! 


Fas One, our major full-weekend Thunderbirds 
convention which takes place on the weekend of 
the 8th and 9th of August this year (just one 
month away, folks!) at the Civic Hall complex in 
Wolverhampton, needs your help to complete its’ 
packed programme of Thunderbirds and 
Thunderbirds-related material. Programme 
Controller Alex Geairns is looking for Thunderbirds- 
related TV and film clips, from documentaries to 
adverts, personal appearances by the marionettes 
or their voice artists, and parodies of note - in fact, 
anything at all with an International Rescue 
connection. Alex needs details of any clips that 
members (preferably, but not necessarily, those 
who are attending the convention) might have 
access to, including details of the programme 
featured, the year of broadcast and, if possible, 
the TV company that holds the copyright 
clearance, to enable us to screen the clips on the 
convention weekend. 

Alex would also like to hear from a group of 
dancers who would be prepared to perform a 
Thunderbirds-based routine at the convention, and 
also from any competent musicians or bands who 
can perform songs with a Thunderbirds flavour. 

As you can guess from the above, Fas ONE is all 
set to be a convention like no other, which Alex 
describes as ‘the ultimate convention experience’. 
Numerous guests from the world of International 
Rescue will be popping in throughout the weekend, 
and attendees will also have a unique opportunity 
to visit the nearby ‘Thunderbirds Are Go!’ puppet 
and model exhibition - the largest exhibition of its’ 
kind ever staged in the UK - which will be open only 
to Fas ONE attendees on the Sunday of the 
convention weekend. 

If you can help Alex out with his convention 
programming, please write to him as soon as 
possible at: 

Fab One, Alex Geairns, 17 Burlington House, 

Viersen Platz, Peterborough PE1 1ER 

However, if you simply wish to register for the 
event, do so quickly by writing (enclosing a 
stamped self-addressed envelope) to: 

Fab One, The Creighton-Ward Mansion, 

15 Fuller’s Court, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4DZ 
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MUSIC EDITOR 


Sound and music editor Alan Willis made his 
debut in the Gerry Anderson world with The 
Protectors, a long-running live-action adventure 
series which starred Robert Vaughn, Nyree Dawn 
Porter and Tony Anholt as international 
‘troubleshooters-for-hire’. Alan continued his 
association with Gerry Anderson through both 
seasons of Space:1999, the pilot film for The Day 
After Tomorrow - \nto Infinity - and Terrahawks, 
working closely with every 
composer (to date) to provide 
the music for Gerry Anderson 
productions - Barry Gray, John 
Cameron, Derek Wadsworth, 
Richard Harvey and Christopher 
Burr. Chris Bentley and lan 
Fryer spoke with Alan recently 
at his beautiful North Yorkshire 
home. 


After leaving school with no 
ambitions to join the film 
industry, but with an interest in 
music, Alan Willis went to sea 
training school in Anglesea, but 
left the life of a sea cadet in 
search of more renumerative 
employment, drifting from job to 
job. By chance, he ended up 
working as a colour dryer at 
Rank film processing 
laboratories at Denham. 

Intending to stay for perhaps 
six weeks, Alan eventually stayed at Rank for four 
years from 1958, ending up in the black & white 
grading department. Here he met people from the 
several nearby film studios, from whom he learned 
what happened to the film once it had passed 
through his hands. 

Showing the rebellious streak which had lost him 
so many jobs in the past, Alan suddenly quit Rank 
in search of a new challenge, but with no 
replacement job lined up. Writing to every studio 
manager asking for a job, he received a reply from 
James Needs, supervising editor at Hammer Films, 
offering him the post of second assistant. The first 
film he worked on was The Camp On Blood Island, 
directed by Val Guest {later to work with Alan on 
Space:1999). Alan worked for Hammer freelance, 
moving eventually to the sound department as a 
dubbing assistant and staying until they moved 
their base of operations from Bray Studios to 
MGM Borehamwood, which necessitated a hiatus 
of a couple of months in the normally hectic 
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Hammer schedule. 

Alan quickly gained employment on a Hayley Mills 
film, The Truth About Spring (1964, Dir: Richard 
Thorpe), after which he was offered a job on the 
ITC series Danger Man as film editing assistant. 
Here he was working under the erratic but brilliant 
editor Lee Doig, for whom Alan curbed his 
rebellious streak, knowing that he could learn a lot 
under such a great editor. When Danger Man 

' finished, the production team 
split between producer Sidney 
Cole’s new project Man In A 
Suitcase and Patrick 
McGoohan's The Prisoner. Alan 
was offered jobs on both series, 
but chose to work on Man In A 
Suitcase, which was filming 
closer to his home and gave him 
the chance to try sound editing - 
although he did help out on The 
Prisoner at the end of the 
series. 

Finding his niche, Alan went 

on to edit sound and/or music 
for The Champions, Randall 
And Hopkirk (Deceased), 
Department S and, later, The 
Protectors, the first series 
produced by Gerry Anderson’s 
Group Three Productions, 
continuing his association with 
the Anderson world throughout 
- the 70s. 
In the early 1980s, Alan moved North to join the 
staff at Yorkshire Television, working on their film- 
based productions and winning a BAFTA award in 
1982 for ‘excellence in the craft of film sound’ for 
his work on Harry’s Game. More recently, viewers 
will have seen Alan’s name on the credits of Stay 
Lucky and the very popular The Darling Buds Of 
May. Currently, Alan is working on A Touch Of 
Frost, a detective mini-series which will star David 
Jason. 


The Champions was the first of the ITC 
adventure series (apart from the Anderson series) 
to involve a fantasy element in the premise, 
namely, that the three heroes (played by Stuart 
Damon, Alexandra Bastedo and William Gaunt) 
were possessed of superhuman powers, such as 
super-strength and telepathy. While not a Century 
21 Production, the series became part of the 
Century 21 fold when Gerry Anderson - impressed 
with the series - purchased the merchandising 


rights, licensing The Champions through the 
merchandising arm of the Century 21 organisation. 
Using The Champions as an example, Alan 
explained what the job of Music Editor on the ITC 
series actually involved. 

“Take a series like The Champions, which Edwin 
Astley was Musical Director on. | would start 
about two weeks after the first shooting on the 
series had taken place, as before then there would 
be nothing for me to look at. The producer, 
director, editor and | would be shown the film and 
we would each have an input from our own point of 
view. | would see the footage before the composer 
and we would decide where to put the music. The 
director would tell me where he wanted it, but if 
the producer was shaking his head in the 
background we would go with the producer's 
wishes. 

Once the decisions on that episode were 
finalised, | would phone the composer chosen for 
that episode and arrange to meet him. We would 
run the footage for the composer and | would be 
armed with my notes, plus notes from the editor, 
the director and the producer. In the end, a lot of 
the decisions of where the music would end up was 
left to me. | would normally ask the composer to 
give me breaks in the music so | could edit in 
repeat bars if the director complained about where 
| put the music. 

“| would have to put the film on a synchroniser 
and, using a stopwatch, time every important piece 
of action and each piece of dialogue so that the 
music could dip down and come to a crescendo if 
needed. | have a conversion table which gives me 
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all the timings for our 24 frames per second 
system, and the American 25 fps. A folder would 
then be sent to the composer with all this 
information. 

“The Musical Director would then write his music 
from my timings and send me a copy of the score. 
Then | would go down to the recording studio at 
CTS, or Abbey Road, or Anvil Studios, and I'd sit in 
at the recording session. We might have to record 
pieces several times to get the mikes set up 
correctly, or if mistakes were made. | would end up 
with all these 35mm masters (as this was pre 
tape editing) and cut it to fit the episode.” 


In the days when orchestral scores were the 
norm for TV and film production, the Musicians’ 
Union had great power over what the production 
company could actually record. 

“The Musicians’ Union only allowed us to score 
six episodes in each thirteen, and each recording 
session could only last four hours, with only ten 
minutes worth of finished music to be recorded in 
that time. They also dictated how many musicians 
you could use on a series. Titles always had their 
own session, but you weren’t allowed to do 
anything at this session except front, end and 
commercial break music, so even if this only took 
an hour, everyone went home when it was finished. 

“You would be allocated five hundred musicians, 
which you wouldn’t use all at one session. You 
could if you wanted to, but wouldn't be allowed to 
use any other musicians for the next six sessions! 
So you would use, say, forty for the title session 
and then start whittling it down for the later 
sessions until you were literally down to a trio. This 
final set-up would be maybe two cellos and a 
timpani, and they would do musical effects, 
although you wouldn’t say this to the MU rep. 

“In the case I'm thinking of, the MU rep was the 
timpanist, and I'd got him to give me some sounds 
on a bell tree. He overheard me saying that this 
would make a wonderful effect on a certain scene, 
and he threw the whole lot into his case, telling us 
not to dare use that as an effect. So we could only 
use it in conjunction with the music, since musical 
effects had to be recorded at an extra session. 

“All this changed with the advent of electronic 
music. An electronic musician will start at eight 
and work all night if he wants to, which the other 
musicians don’t like.” 


The late Barry Gray was the musical mastermind 
behind the memorable themes and incidental music 
to all the Gerry Anderson television series and 
films right through to UFO, missing only The 
Protectors before going on to compose the theme 
and incidentals for Space:1999’s first season. 
Alan worked with Barry Gray for the first time on 
this series, and their working relationship soon 
developed into a firm friendship, of which Alan 
speaks fondly. 

“| knew Barry already to some extent, as | knew 
the people working on the puppet series from when 
| worked at Bray. We would see some of the 


Anderson people on our lunch hour in Slough. | got 
on with Barry like I'd known him for years. We met 
up one day and went to the pub and he told me (he 
always talked in film terms), “Do you know, | feel 
like I've known you for thousands of feet!” We had 
a very close relationship and became great friends. 

“Barry had this Bentley Continental, which 
everyone knew him as having except for his wife, 
who knew him as having a Mini. He would set off 
from home every morning in the Mini, go to Hyde 
Park underground car park and switch cars to 
come to the studio! 

“{ did lots of things with Barry outside the film 
business. Barry used to stay at The Bull Hotel in 
Gerrards Cross, and at the time | had my own 
band. Barry heard us play and went to this quite 
posh hotel and said semijokingly to the manager, “I 
won't be staying here any more unless you book my 
friend’s band - they’re very good!” So we actually 
got to play there at dinner dances and Masonic 
do’s, etc. Barry would come along and listen to us 
and it felt really good that a man with such a 
knowledge of music would come and listen to me 
playing the bass in this band. He was always very 
constructive and sometimes he would offer to play 
piano with us. His wife told us not to let him, 
though. “He’s good,” she would say, “but not that 
good.” 

“| missed Barry on the second season of 
Space:1999, although that did allow me to meet 
Derek Wadsworth for the first time, and | had 
quite a hand in actually choosing Derek. But Barry 
and | were just so good together. He never used to 
come across to the studios at first, so | had to go 
to see him on Guernsey. Eventually we were able to 
do the whole thing over the phone - | would send 
him my notes and we would meet at the recording 
session. It wasn’t that he didn’t care, but he knew 
exactly what to do from what | gave him. 

“Derek’s style is more modern. If you were to 
give eighty classical musicians to Barry, it would 
come out beautifully, like a classical piece. This 
may have been what the American backers found a 
bit heavy for Space:1999, | don’t know. Give the 
same orchestra to Derek and you would get a 
totally different feel, more punchy and modern, a 
bit like Andrew Lloyd Webber's ‘Variations’ (used 
as the theme music of The South Bank Show). In 
fact, to prove my point, at least half the musicians 
who originally played that piece were also used by 
Derek on Space:1999. | like both styles, but | like 
the depth in Barry's music. | like the idea of a little 
chap like Barry up there on the podium, writing and 
composing this wall of sound! 

“Barry was also interested in electronic music, 
but as effects rather than as a complete score. 
Barry was, in fact, one of the forerunners of 
electronic effects. We worked together on 
electronic effects for Space:1999. He had his own 
synthesiser, although it would be considered an 
antique today. He also had a Martino, one of only 
two in the country, and could play it, which gave 
the really weird ethereal effects. He could also play 
the harp, which he kept at home along with dozens 


of other instruments. His harp had been specially 
made for Hitler's Youth Orchestra, and it had this 
great big eagle on top.” 


For the second season of Space:1999, the 
American financiers demanded a new composer on 
the series, to give the show a more ‘upbeat’ and 
less ‘cerebral’ feel. 

“Gerry would have put out feelers that a new 
composer was needed, so a few people got in 
touch. From those, four were put on the short list 
and were asked to submit demo tapes. Gerry and | 
listened to the tapes and we narrowed it down to 
two, of whom | said that | liked Derek’s work. Gerry 
agreed and | was sent away to try cutting the titles 
to the guide track that Derek had given us. It 
worked and Derek was asked to do the first 
episode, | would imagine as a trial, and he went on 
to do the whole series. 

“Derek had never worked on series television 
before, although he’d done commercials and 
documentaries. He is also a musician, although 
unlike a lot of musicians who take up writing, he 
never gave up playing, and runs his own band to 
this day, a fantastic Afro-Cuban band called 
Dubiabo, who he plays trombone with. When he 
comes up to Yorkshire, as he was born in 
Cleckheaton (in Bradford), he will stay at my house 
if he can, but he invariably has a gig organised in 
the area. He also used to play trombone for the 
Brighouse and Raistrick Brass Band, which gives 
him something in common with Barry, who wrote 
military music and fanfares.” 
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The only other musician credited on Space:1999 
was Vic Elms, the series’ ‘Musical Associate’. 

“Truthfully, he did virtually nothing. What 
happened was that he was the husband of Sylvia 
Anderson's daughter from Sylvia’s first marriage. 
He was introduced to me by Gerry as an “up and 
coming pop musician”. His claim to fame was, in 
fact, that he sang on the number one hit ‘Yellow 
River’ with his group Christie. 

“Christie only had one other hit, and Sylvia 
naturally wanted her daughter to live in the manner 
to which they had become accustomed, but for Vic 
to make it on his own. As producer, Sylvia asked 
me to meet Vic and ask him to write the music for 
an episode on his own. Unfortunately, Vic couldn’t 
read music. He could bash out a good pop tune in 
ten minutes, but he couldn’t read music.” 

“So when he came to do an episode, we ran the 
film for him and | was telling him his cues, and 
then | said, “Right, here are the notes. Go and 
write the music.” “What do | need notes for?” he 
asked, so | explained about the timings and he 
said, “Just give me the beginning and end times 
and I'll see if | can write you a song the right 
length.” Now, this episode begins with a really long 
pan across the Moon, and | said that we needed 
something to really set the mood - we couldn't just 
come in with ‘Yellow River’ or something! 

“Naturally, Vic got very worried about this, so | 
got together with him, since | had a few ideas - 


although I'd never written anything in my life. | 
explained the situation to Gerry, who asked me to 
help out in any way | could. We ended up using all 
my ideas, as Vic wanted lots of loud poppy guitars 
and no violins. 

“We eventually got to the recording session with 
a ream of paper with notes on it - writing, not 
music. Frank Ready was the tenor player and the 
MU rep, and he was leading the so-called 
orchestra (I had arranged the music for the 
smallest group we could get away with). “Who’s 
going to conduct?” he asked, “I certainly don’t want 
him up there - who is he anyway?” | explained to 
Vic that someone had to go up and conduct, as 
these guys wouldn’t even lift an elbow until 
somebody tapped a baton. Vic asked me to do it 
since he didn’t know how, and | knew the 
musicians. Vic even had to show his Musicians’ 
Union card as the musicians were all getting a bit 
annoyed. 

“| ended up going onto the stand, but since I'm a 
musician but not a composer, | had to actually 
describe what | wanted the orchestra to do. So | 
said to one section, “Hold the chord of C minor and 
count 1-2-3-4 and repeat,” and different 
instructions to another section. We got something 
out of the session, but not enough for a whole 
episode and | had to add bits of Barry's music. The 
episode was Ring Around The Moon. 

“The outcome was that Vic wasn’t asked to do 


any more episodes, although he was credited on all 
24 first season shows. | only met Vic once more, 
which was when | moved from Maidenhead to 
Marlowe and | ended up at a really horrible pub at 
the bottom of the road one night, as | didn’t know 
the area. Playing on stage was Vic Elms, and he 
told me that his marriage had broken up and he 
was reduced to this kind of gig to earn a crust. 
That was the last time | saw him.” 


Towards the end of Space:1999's first season, 
several classical pieces are heard on the 
soundtrack, such as Holst’s ‘Mars, Bringer Of 
War’ from The Planets Suite (in Space Brain) and 
Tomaso Albinoni’s ‘Adagio for Strings and Organ in 
G Minor’ (in Dragon’s Domain). The use of these 
pieces has been seen as a money-saving device, 
but Alan is quick to deny this. 

“No, it wasn’t done to save money. The pieces 
would have been used deliberately. If you have a 
character listening to the radio, for instance, you 
don’t use your regular composer because you want 
it to sound different to your regular music. Here, 
the pieces would have been specifically chosen to 
convey a particular atmosphere. It wasn’t always 
cheap, but we were able to save money by using 
recordings by Eastern Bloc orchestras. We would 
edit the film using a recording by, say, the London 
Philharmonic, but we couldn’t use that on the final 
version because it would cost too much. The pieces 
would have been chosen by the director and the 
editor. The director would probably have the music 
he wanted to use in mind whilst filming the scene.” 


The Testament Of Arkadia features a strong 
section of library music, for the sequence where 
Luke Ferro and Anna Davis are enlightened by the 
Arkadians in the cave. The job of Music Editor 
involves having a good memory of stock tunes kept 
by music libraries such as Chappel’s. 

“| use three libraries, Chappel, DeWoolf and 
Broughton. When you get onto the circuit, it’s 
rather like being on a mailing list where they send 
you, for no charge, masses of records. Sometimes 
you get stuck for an idea, like on The Testament Of 
Arkadia, where there was nothing from Barry that 
| wanted to use, but | remembered that piece and 
put it on the soundtrack. When Gerry saw it, his 
reaction was, of course, “How much will it cost?”, 
but he didn’t mean it in a nasty way - it was just a 
part of his job. ITC had become very wary over 
music copyright since they got into trouble over 
using The Beatles’ ‘All You Need Is Love’ on the 
last episode of The Prisoner (Fal/ Out).” 


The Troubled Spirit features a very strange piece 
of sitar music (at the concert in the opening scene) 
which has proved extremely elusive at tracking 
down. Alan explains why. 

“That piece was written and played by the artist 
you see on the screen (I'm afraid | can’t remember 
his name), rather than being written by Barry or 
anyone else. He would play sections of the tune as 
we were filming different angles, and then at the 


end of the day we took him into a quiet studio 
where he played the whole piece through once 
again. At the editing stage, this meant that | could 
chuck out the original sound and overlay the 
complete version onto the images.” 


Apart from Barry Gray and Derek Wadsworth, 
Alan also worked with John Cameron on The 
Protectors, and with Richard Harvey on 
Terrahawks. Harvey has recently composed (with 
Elvis Costello) the music for Alan Bleasdale’s 
acclaimed series GBH. 

“The Protectors was good to work on with John 
Cameron, who had never done television before. 
John was signed on before | joined the production, 
but | was able to kind of coax him into the way of 
doing things. | didn’t try to alter his style of writing 
- more his presentation of the score. We had a 
very good relationship and got on well, although 
after The Protectors, | didn’t see him again until a 
couple of years ago when we did The World Of 
Eddie Weary for Yorkshire Television. 

“Most different pieces of music in a score are 
usually given numbers, so ‘1 in 1’ would be the first 
piece in reel one, for example. When you get to 
episode two and beyond you have to be careful not 
to duplicate the numbers. But John actually named 
each separate piece - this was his way of 
remembering them. 

“| like Richard Harvey, he’s a very nice chap. As 
well as the electronic stuff he wrote for 
Terrahawks, he’s a classical musician and 
composer - he’s even written a concerto for the 
recorder. Richard’s a nice guy, although I've lost 
touch a bit with some of my old colleagues since | 
moved up to YTV. 

“| came up North at about the right time, just 
before the recession really began. There isn’t the 
steady supply of work in the industry in the South 
like there used to be, and most of the old studios 
are gone now. So I've opted for job security.” 


FAB would like to thank Alan Willis for his 
hospitality and generosity in the preparation of this 
interview. 
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This issue, Stephen Brown has been 
investigating the original shooting script of one 
of UFO’s most popular episodes, Kill Straker!, the 
penultimate episode filmed in UFO’s first 
production block. Additional production 
information by Luke Davis. 


UFO - Kill Straker! 
Episode written by Donald James 
Original broadcast date 4/11/70 

(ATV Midlands) 


For this Script To Screen article, | am using the 
UFO script “The Inside Man”, which is more 
familiar under its on-screen title, Kill Straker! While 
the episode itself was filmed in late November 
1969, the script is undated, but may be taken to 
be the shooting script for the episode in question - 
alterations would have been provided to the cast 
and crew as amended additional blue pages, and, 
indeed, there are several interesting scene and 
dialogue changes. 

As you may have read in FAB 2, Kill Straker! was 
the favourite UFO episode of its director, Alan 
Perry, and was the last of the five episodes of the 
series that he directed. Kill Straker! followed 
E.S.P. into production at the MGM Studios in 
Borehamwood, and was itself followed by Sub- 
Smash, the last episode to be filmed there before 
the Studios was closed down - the remaining nine 
episodes of the series were filmed the following 
summer at Pinewood Studios near Iver Heath. 

By the time Kill Straker! was written, the regular 
cast and series format was well established, so we 
can clearly analyse the differences in the plot and 
dialogue between the script and the finished 
episode (which is available on home video in the UK 
on Polygram Video’s UFO Volume Six, partnered by 
Court Martial). Once again, the scene numbers 
mentioned act only as a guide and many of them 
were virtually unchanged between script and 
screen. Occasionally, lines of dialogue have been 
altered only by the odd word or two - | will not 
highlight these, but seek to focus on the major 
alterations only. 


Episode Plot 

Paul Foster and Frank Craig are returning to 
Earth from Moonbase when something goes wrong 
during re-entry. The lunar module is intercepted by 
a UFO and the Aliens brainwash both crew 
members with the order to “Kill Straker”. The 
module bounces off the atmosphere and the crew 
are presumed dead, but the module turns up some 
hours later approaching Moonbase. 


Straker travels to Moonbase and is surprised by 
Foster’s strange behaviour towards him. During 
the night, Craig makes an attempt on Straker’s 
life, intending to inject a lethal air bubble into 
Straker’s blood stream while he sleeps. Straker 
wakes just in time and fends off the attack, but 
Craig escapes by donning a spacesuit and climbing 
out onto the Moon’s surface. He now intends to 
destroy the Moonbase air and water installation, 
but the suit he has stolen is faulty and his air 
supply is quickly drained. He causes an explosion, 
but no real damage. 

Straker learns that Foster has submitted a 
report to General Henderson which discloses 
Straker’s plans for SHADO funding and questions 
Straker’s ability to command the organisation. 
Straker confronts Foster alone in the Control 
sphere, but Foster damages the controls and seals 
them both inside the sphere. Foster pulls a gun, 
intending to kill Straker and make it look like an 
accident. However, a struggle ensues and a stray 
bullet pierces the wall of the sphere, bleeding the 
air into space. Both men collapse, but are rescued 
by Moonbase operatives. 
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Back at SHADO HG on Earth, Dr Jackson uses 
hypnosis to learn what happened to Foster in the 
lunar module. Reporting his findings to Straker, 
Jackson tells him that, while Foster appears to 
have broken the Alien conditioning, he could never 
be sure if Foster were completely free of the Alien 
influence. 

Straker confronts Foster alone, setting up a 
situation in the SHADO shooting gallery, 
threatening Foster and forcing him into a situation 
where Foster must kill Straker to save his own life. 
Foster breaks down, unable to kill Straker even 
though his own life depends on it, and Straker is 
satisfied that Foster has broken the Alien 
conditioning once and for all. 


Scenes 1-21 

The first scene in the script is the external shot 
of the lunar module in orbit. Presumably, the 
opening shots as screened were added at a later 
stage. After Craig’s first speech, the dialogue was 
to have continued: 
Foster: “Want some coffee?” 
Craig: “Sounds like a pretty good idea to me, sir.” 
Foster then opens an auto coffee dispenser - as 
the cabin is in a weightless condition, the cup has 
a straw-ike attachment. He continues: 
Foster: “There you go.” 

Moving on, S.1.D.’s scripted lines are: 
S.1.D.: “This is Space Intruder Detector. | have a 
sighting at O64-825 Green. Termination of 
intruder - 375 decimal 8 degrees.” 


There is no mention in the script of the 
psychedelic lights and the Aliens’ command to “Kill 
Straker”, seen in the finished episode as Foster 
and Craig attempt re-entry. On screen, everyone in 
SHADO contro! then assumes that the crew have 
been killed. However, prior to the opening title 
sequence, the following scenes were scripted: 

Muss EALano’s OFrice [DAYTIME]. 

Straker enters. 

Miss Eatanp: “Sir...1 have your notes for Colonel 

Foster, sir. Shall | send them down to his office?” 

STRAKER: “No... file them.” 

Miss Eatano: “But won't he need them?” 

Straker: “No, he won’t need them.” 

The script has the Main Titles here, and then goes 

back to Miss Ealand’s office for the start of Act 

One. Night-time now, Miss Ealand is on the phone: 

Miss Eatanp: “No, | can’t tell you when he'll be 

back. | know it’s important. I'll let you know as 

soon as he’s available.” 

She puts the phone down just as Alec Freeman 

enters. 

Freeman: "No news, huh?” 

Miss EALANnD [SHAKING HER HEAD]: “It’s not like him.” 

FREEMAN: "I don’t know...he didn’t just wander off. 

He spent an hour giving me a careful briefing first.” 

Miss Eatanp: "| know what you mean. He dictated 

the full report on Colonel Foster’s death before he 

left.” 

FREEMAN: "So, it’s all in character. He does his job, 

then takes off. | wish | knew where all the same. 

I've tried the club, his apartment...just about 

everywhere.” 

Miss Eatano: "Well, if it wasn’t the Commander, I'd 

suggest the nearest bar.” 

FREEMAN: "What use is a bar to a man who doesn’t 

drink?” 

The script then establishes that Straker is indeed 

in a bar, drinking whisky. He asks for another one. 

Barman: "Sorry,sir. Like | said, that was the last. 

We sleep nights.” 

Straker gets to his feet. It’s late. A blonde girl in 

her twenties is also about to leave. 

Girt: "This is no city for big drinkers (STRAKER 

NODS...SHE CONTINUES), unless you know somewhere 

private.” 

Straker: "And you do.” 

Girt (NopoinG): ”! live right above here.” 

Straker: ”...and only come down here when the TV 

blows a tube?” 

Gipt: "Something like that. You look like a man 

who's drinking to forget.” 

StRAKER: "You've got it wrong, honey...(HE TURNS TO 

Go)... this man’s drinking ta remember.” 
Presumably, these scenes were dropped to allow 

for the additional opening scenes that were 

screened, but do not appear in the script. This is a 

pity as these scenes would have shown Straker to 

be more caring about his staff than he would 

normally let on. 


Scenes 22 - 38 
Some more unscreened scenes come after the 
conversation between Foster, Freeman and 
Straker in the leisure sphere. In the Moonbase 


corridor, Foster meets Craig: 

Craig: "Colonel, how'd it go?” 

Foster: "Straker thinks it’s a risk he had to take. 
Isn’t that just dandy?” 

Craig: "Sounds typical.” 

Foster: ”Yeah.” 

Craig: "Maybe it’s time someone gave a little 
thought to Commander Straker. See you later, 
sir.” 

Then, we were to see Craig in the sleep sphere, at 
first lying on a bed, then getting up, going across 
to a First Aid cabinet and checking the contents. A 
close up on his face and a change in the music 
would have told us that he is up to something. 

In scene 38, Straker is talking about his plans 
for four new Moonbases. After he speaks of an 
adequate back-up capability, the following would 
have appeared: 

Freeman: "As you said, we’ve got a pretty good 
record.” 

Straker: "Yes, but what if the Aliens mounted a 
really massive attack?” 

FREEMAN: "We'd need some luck, but we could 
probably handle it.” 

Straker: "Probably handle it! That's exactly my 
point. If | can get the council to approve these 
appropriations, we can forget the luck.” 

At the end of this long scene, we see Freeman 
asking Foster if he has anyone in mind to take over 
from Straker. After Foster says, "It’s possible,” we 
were to have seen: 

FREEMAN: “It wouldn’t be Colonel Paul Foster?” 
Foster: "Why not? Maybe | could do a better job.” 


Scenes 39 - 65 

In the sleep sphere, we see Straker cleaning his 
teeth whilst saying goodbye to Freeman. It was 
scripted for him to be already in bed at this time. A 
short scene between Freeman and Craig was to 
have come now, but was not used: 
Craig sits in Central Park as Freeman rushes 
through. 
Craig: "Er, Colonel? Is, er, Commander Straker 
sleeping, sir?” 
FREEMAN: "Yes, why?” 
Craig: "No reason. No reason at all.” 
Freeman wants to question him further, but over 
the loudspeaker we hear Gay. 
Gay [voiceover]: "Will Colonel Freeman please 
report to the departure sphere?” 
Freeman hurries on - a smile breaks on Craig’s lips. 

Moving on, we come to the scenes with Craig on 
the lunar surface. On screen we hear Straker 
talking to Craig, but none of this appears in the 
script. All the scenes leading up to Straker's 
confrontation with Foster in the Control sphere are 
as scripted. 


Scenes 66 - 84 
Straker has entered the Control sphere on 
Moonbase. After suggesting that the girls go for 
coffee, he was to have continued with, "I want to 
have...a few words with Colonel Foster.” A few 
speeches on, Foster says, "You're firing me.” 


Straker’s full reply would have been: 

Straker: "No...your report to General Henderson 
was an inconvenience, but | can ride that out. 
What | want from you is your word that SHADO 
information will not be divulged in this way again.” 

A little further on, we see Gay saying “We are 
switching to emergency power.” This replaced a 
speech scripted for an astronaut: "It’s a fuse block 
in the control sphere. We can't get in there. The 
doorway’s sealed.” 

After the first gun shot we see, a scene in the 
corridor was to have appeared. 

The men are working on the wiring. 

Nina _[voiceover): "We have a red environmental 
check. The control room's losing pressure.” 

Gay: "Hurry it up.” 

Then, after Foster says, "You'll pass out before | 
do,” we were to have seen the same corridor once 
again. 

Nina [voiceover]: "The men on the surface are 
trying to locate the leak, but it’s going to take 
time. Pressure down to half para-normal.” 

At the end of these scenes, we see Foster and 
Straker collapsed on the floor, but it was intended 
for Straker to still be on his feet when the doors 
are finally opened. Then he was to have collapsed 
into the arms of one of the operatives. 


Scenes 85 - 95 
Dr Jackson is with Paul Foster in the medical 
room. There is no mention in the script of the 
flashback scenes of the psychedelic lights and the 


Alien voiceover, as seen in the finished episode, but 
all Foster's dialogue is as scripted. 

We now move to Straker’s office. Before Straker 
enters, the script has Jackson saying, "It’s brutal, 
but it’s the only conclusion | could put my signature 
to.” At the end of this scene, Jackson replies to 
Straker with, "Yes, | could be wrong...Foster may 
have the impulse under complete control.” The 
script has him continuing, "But deep down...it’s 
still there.” 

Moving on, the guard has locked Straker and 
Foster in the shooting gallery. The scripted events 
of these scenes vary somewhat to what we see on 
the screen. As well as the moving targets, there 
were to have been two dummy figures halfway 
along the room. A lot of the gunshots fired are not 
mentioned. After Foster has said, "I'd do the same 
in your place,” the script alters dramatically as 
follows. 

Foster: "What did the report say? That I’m still 
liable to crack up again? | know you can’t just kick 
me out of SHADO - I! know too much. Total 
security. (STRAKER STARES STONE-FACED] For God's 
sake, get it over with.” 

Straker: “I think you're entitled to know one thing, 
Paul. The real reason | have to kill you. The 
psychiatrists gave you a clean bill of health.” 
Foster: "I don’t understand...then why this?” 
STRAKER [LOOKING AT HIS GUN]: "The Aliens planted 
one objective in your subconscious - to kill me. The 
rest of your mind was unaffected.” 

Foster: "I still don’t understand.” 

Straxer: "I'm building an empire. You could make 
trouble.” 

Foster: "You mean | was right?” 

STRAKER: "Straker’s Alien Defence 
Organisation...SADO. | like the sound of it.” 

Foster (conruseo): "| don’t believe you.” 

Straker: “It doesn't really matter does it?” 

Foster: "Henderson will never let you get away with 
it.” 

Straker: "Won't he?” 

Foster: “And there’s Alec Freeman.” 

Straker: ”! can handle him.” 

He now aims and fires. Foster dives behind one of 
the dummies. 

Straker: "Yes, it’s all going to work out fine.” 

He fires three more times. The bullets rip through 
the dummy. Foster, crouched behind the dummy, 
pushes it to one side and runs to the end of the 
gallery. The dummy falls on some control levers 
and the targets start to move. There is no sign of 
Foster. 

There is a sound. Straker turns. Foster is hiding 
behind the second dummy. He pushes it towards 
Straker, but it falls to the ground. Foster is now an 
open target. Straker pulls the trigger, but the gun 
is empty. Foster runs across the room and grabs a 
rifle. 

Foster: "Back up here...come on. Guards...guards!” 
Strakern: "Who do you think they're going to 
believe? There’s no escape.” 

Foster moves to a small door. It opens and leads 
to a stairway. 


Straker: "As soon as you go through that door, I'll 
sound the alarm. They'll be waiting for you. You're 
going to have to kill me, Foster.” 

Foster: "Keep back!” 

He fires, obviously meaning to miss. 

Stpaker: "You've no choice. Shoot...shoot (HE SLAPS 
Foster’s Face). Kill Foster, kill... kill!” 

It looks as if Foster will shoot. Then he relaxes and 
his arms go limp. It’s over. 

Straker: "It’s alright, Paul. It’s alright.” 

Foster: “But you tried to kill me. You used a whole 
magazine.” 

Straker then fires a salvo at the targets, 
demonstrating that he could have killed him at any 
time. 

Straker: "If you were ever going to kill me, it would 
have been just now. It was the only way to be sure. 
Welcome home, Paul.” 

The rest of the episode is as scripted. 


As seen on screen, this was another very 
popular episode of UFO, with a very strong final 
scene exceptionally well-acted by Ed Bishop and 
Michael Billington. As you can see, there were a lot 
of dialogue changes, but virtually all the action 
scenes remained as scripted. In my opinion, the 
episode would have given more depth to Ed 
Straker’s character and his personal feelings 
towards his men had it been filmed as scripted, 
but it is nevertheless an excellent story. 
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Fan Mail, FAB, P.O. Box 93, 
Wakefield, West Yorks WF1 1XJ 


Shaun E. Brown, Cambridge 

| am, and always have been, a big fan of 
Space:1999. It remains my favourite science 
fiction series and | firmly believe that it is 
Anderson's crowning achievement (especially on a 
visual level) in television. | still find those elegant, 
interior Moonbase sets visually breathtaking. Can 
you tell me anything about them, like who designed 
them? 

I am beginning to wish that | had collected more 
memorabilia the first time round (as a small child). 
For such a popular series it seems strange to me 
that so little Space:1999 merchandise is 
obtainable today. The odd model Eagle, and 
postcard, seems to be the only thing available (if 
one is lucky). Perhaps the situation is better in the 
States? 

| know that there were several manuals, but 
were there ever any books documenting the 
making of the series or published novels? In fact, 
would it be possible to have a small article on 
Space:1999 merchandise? 


In a word, Shaun, no, it would not. There was 
(and is) so much 1999 merchandise that a small 
article would be out of the question. In fact, our 
own Luke Davis and Tim Redman have compiled a 
two-part article documenting 1999 merchandise 
for Century 21 magazine, and you will find the first 
part (which answers all your questions about the 
many books published on the series) in the current 
issue, No. 9. But if you actually want to get hold of 
some of that merchandise, Shaun, look no further 
than the dealers tables at Psycon, our 
Space:1999 convention in Manchester this 
October. 

The Moonbase Alpha interior sets were designed 
by Keith Wilson, a production designer whose 
career with Gerry Anderson started with the 
feature film Thunderbirds Are Go! in 1966. 


Susi Cope, Sleaford, Lincolnshire 

| have only just joined Fanderson, but | have been 
a fan of Gerry Anderson’s work since | was a kid 
(I'm 15 now). | can vaguely remember watching 
Terrahawks. I've been a fan of Thunderbirds ever 
since it began, but | have some questions: 


4. How can | get as much information about 
Terrahawks as | have on Thunderbirds? 

2. Will the BBC be screening Terrahawks too? 

3. | can’t seem to find Terrahawks videos 
anywhere! Where can | get them? 

4. Could you reprint the ITC order of Thunderbirds 
as I didn’t get FAB 2? 

5. In my Engale Marketing catalogue it mentions a 
Thunderbirds Power Themes video. It’s very faint 
and | can’t read it. What is this video? 


To answer your questions, Susi: 
1. Century 21 magazine will very shortly be 
commencing their complete Terrahawks guide 
(probably around issue 11), once their 
Space:1999 guide is completed. We'll also have 
some Terrahawks articles here in FAB in the near 
future. 
2. The BBC have no plans to screen Terrahawks 
at the present time. 
3. The Terrahawks videos were all deleted some 
time ago. However, Polygram are in the process of 
re-releasing their back-catalogue of Anderson 
material, and as this includes Terrahawks, the 
videos should be available again soon (watch this 
space for more news!). 
4. Sorry, but we’ve got far too much new material 
to get through without doing reprints! However, 
you can now obtain FAB2 from our back issues 
department as detailed elsewhere this issue. 
5. Do you remember the Thunderbirds dance 
record by ‘FAB with M.C. Parker’ which topped the 
charts during the long summer of 1990? Well, 
this was just one of six Anderson theme dance 
remixes produced for the Telstar album ‘Power 
Themes 90’. The Power Themes video features the 
pop video which accompanied the Thunderbirds 
track (numerous clips from episodes of the series 
mixed with new footage of Parker as a D.J.J, as 
well as the videos which were produced (again, 
made up from clips of the series) for three of the 
other Anderson tracks on the record (Stingray, 
Captain Scarlet and UFO) alongside the dance 
remix of the theme from The Prisoner, one of the 
other tracks from the Power Themes record. The 
whole tape lasts only about twenty-five minutes, 
but is one of those videos that you want to watch 
over and over. 


Steven Turner, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire 

Regarding the Space:1999 first season 
production order guide given in FAB4, an interview 
that Johnny Byrne gave in 1982 to the Danish 
Space:1999 magazine Intercom 1 seems to 
contradict some of the places given to the later 
episodes. In the interview, Byrne says that The 
Testament Of Arkadia was written before The 
Troubled Spirit and Mission Of The Darians, and 
that its’ director David Tomblin left the series 
before. season one was completed. He also states 
that Christopher Penfold left the series at about 
episode 20, which casts doubts over the placing of 
Dragon’s Domain. Can anyone clear up the 
confusion? 


37 


The production order listed in FAB4 details the 
actual shooting order of the episodes (rather than 
the order in which the scripts were written) and is 
the result of the recent discovery (during research 
for Fanderson’s forthcoming ‘Making of UFO’ video 
production) of raw special effects footage from 
Space:1999. This footage includes the 
clapperboard information relating to each episode, 
giving the date of production and the episode 
production number, which was consistent between 
the live-action and special effects crews, enabling 
the footage to be easily ‘matched-up’ at the editing 
stage. 


June Phillips, London 

| have just finished reading “Thunderbirds Are 
Go” by John Marriott, and while | agree that it is 
excellent, | can’t help but be disappointed yet again 
by the biography of Lady Penelope. The book has 
followed all the other biographies written on this 
character and told us precisely nothing about her 
background. 

We know that she likes gadgets, travels the 
world in search of adventure, is a fashion setter, is 
polite to a fault and is very British. But what of her 
past? 

We know Jeff Tracy’s background - which gives 
his sons a family history - and then we're told of 
their education and achievements before starting 
International Rescue. The same goes for Kyrano, 
Tin-Tin, Brains and Parker to a degree. 

The 1967 Lady Penelope Annual said that 
Penelope spent part of her childhood in India when 
her father was sent there to organise a tea- 
growing community. | don’t think that would stand 
up today and can be ruled out. Maybe FAB readers 
can do better? 


The most authoritative biographies are the ones 
written by Thunderbirds script-writer Alan Fennell 
for the various Century 21 Annuals of the late 
1960s, of which the Lady Penelope Annual you 
mention is one. Perhaps the best of these 
biographies is the one which appears in the 1969 
Captain Scarlet And Thunderbirds Annual. This 
describes Penny's early childhood as lonely (as her 
parents lived in India where Sir Hugh Creighton- 
Ward was organising an Indian community) and 
goes on to cover her schooling at Rowden, the 
famous boarding school for girls (where she 
became ‘head girl’) and at finishing school in 
Switzerland. From there, she became involved in 
the world of espionage, eventually becoming 
Supreme Commander of the Federal Agents 
Bureau before being approached by Jeff Tracy to 
join International Rescue as his London Agent. 


Ralph Titterton and Cathy Ford, Ashford, Kent 

In editing the Plan B audio cassettes for our 
merchandise department, on one of the tapes the 
question is asked “What ever happened to Donald 
Gray (the voice of Colonel White in Captain 
Scarlet)?” At the time, an answer could not be 
given, but a little research has come up with the 
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details required. The book “TV's Greatest Hits” by 
Anthony Davis (published by Boxtree/TV Times in 
1988) states the following: 

‘One of the earliest of television’s private 
detectives to be internationally known was Britain's 
Mark Saber, who was remarkable for having only 
one arm, being played by South-African born 
Donald Gray, who had lost an arm in World War 
Two. Gray’s matinee idol profile won him a big 
following in the USA, despite the fact that when 
Saber began in 1956, there had already been an 
American television hero of the same name, a 
policeman played by Tom Conway. 

Gray, who had earlier been one of the first 
postwar BBC television announcers, made 160 
Saber adventures, with Diana Decker as his 
secretary, Stevie Ames. The penalty was to find 
himself type-cast, and he was obliged to work 
almost exclusively in radio and commercials until 
his death in 1978.’ 


Thanks for the info, Ralph and Cathy. Readers 
may also wish to refer to Boxtree’s “ITV 
Encyclopedia Of Adventure” written by Dave 
Rogers, wherein Donald Gray is seen in a 
photograph from Saber Of The Yard (to give the 
series its full title). 


Martin Willey, Henleaze, Bristol 

The Catacombs Of The Moon article by Luke 
Davis was great, but the description of the ‘double- 
up’ episodes is different to how | understood it. 
Rather than being filmed consecutively, they seem 
to have been filmed simultaneously. The cast and 
crew could use both the studio stages they rented, 
and complete two episodes in the time it normally 
took to film one. The shooting schedule was 
worked out when the scripts were put together - 
only then would the availability of the actors in both 
be clear. Often late re-writing was needed to 
accommodate conflicting requirements. This could 
also happen if the shooting on one story fell behind 
schedule. Therefore, Catherine Schell was almost 
certainly not ill during Catacombs filming, but 
instead working on the set of The AB Chrysalis 
with Martin Landau and Nick Tate. 


Luke Davis writes: 

‘Martin is absolutely right, and I’m kicking myself 
for not realising it earlier. The ‘double-up’ episodes 
were indeed filmed simultaneously - Lighting 
Cameraman Brendan Stafford and Camera 
Operator Tony White were employed solely to 
double for Frank Watts and Neil Binney during the 
filming of these episodes. 

The simultaneously-filmed episodes were: 

1.The Rules Of Luton with The Mark Of Archanon 
2. The AB Chrysalis with Catacombs Of The Moon 
3. A Matter Of Balance with Space Warp 

4. Dorzak with Devil’s Planet. 

Of course, this presents us with a problem when 
it comes to compiling a production order for Year 
Two - how do you rank episodes which were filmed 
at the same time?” 


FAB CLASSIFIED 


MARKET PLACE 
FOR SALE: 
Two Japanese ‘Jaguar’ Thunderbirds Photo 
Guidebooks. Mint, unopened condition. (£25.00) 
CONTACT: 
Douc Petton, 65 Park St. E .#508, Mississauga, 
Ontario, Canada L5G 1M3 


WANTED: 

Model Kits of Cloudbase, Thunderbirds Secret 
Base, Skydiver, and any Terrahawks. 

Video tapes of Dick Spanner, Supercar, Fireball 
XL5, The Secret Service and The Investigator. 
CONTACT: 

Steven As.tanian, 9 McNab Ave., Cedar Knolls, 
New Jersey, 07927, United States of America 


WANTED 

Thunderbirds and Lady Penelope books, annuals, 
comics, toys and games (not including TV21 
Annuals or new Thunderbirds Comic). 

CONTACT: 

IRENE KELLY, 10 Highfield Ave., Hillhead, 
Kirkintilloch, Glasgow, G66 2EF 

Tel: 041 776 3555 


FOR SWAP OR SALE: 

Anderson related models, annuals, paperbacks, 
TV21s, Joe 90 comics, Captain Scarlet trading 
cards, Terrahawks toys & blueprints, plus other 
sci-fi related items. 

WANTED: 

Any sci-fi related toys, models and publications 
considered. 

CONTACT: 

SupHir Soop, 57 Denzil Avenue, Southampton, 
Hants SO2 OLP (send sae for list) 


FOR SALE: 

Thunderbird One (Century 21 Toys) - unboxed 
S.P.V. (Dinky Toys) - bubble pack 

Gabriel Model T Ford (Dinky Toys) - boxed (figure 
missing) 

Sam’s Car from Joe 90 (Dinky Toys) - unboxed 
(silver) 

Eagle Freighter (Dinky Toys) - bubble pack (blue 
cast) 

(Offers on all items) 

CONTACT: 

Davin Hoskins, 183 Thornhill Road, Tolworth, 
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7TG 


FOR SALE OR SWAP: 

Anderson books and annuals, plus other British 
and American TV series and cinema (send sae for 
list). 

WANTED: 

Dinky Straker’s Car and Stingray Annual ©1962 
CONTACT: 

Jeremy Briccs, 52 South Scotstoun, South 
Queensferry, West Lothian EH30 SYD 


FOR SALE OR SWAP: 

Rare and unusual items on Thunderbirds, Captain 
Scarlet and UFO (send sae for details). 

CONTACT: 

Patrick J. Durry, 11B Electric Parade, Seven 
Kings Road, II 

ford, Essex IG3 8BY 


CONVENTIONS 


TKON 1992 - STAR TREK CONVENTION 

Date: 13th - 15th November 1992 

Place: The Arcade Hotel, Birmingham City Centre 
Room Rates: £22 Twin/Double, £30 Single 
(inclusive) 

Registration: £12 weekend, Fri. £5.00, Sat. 
£6.00, Sun. £3.00. Guest: John Carrigan 
Programme: Friday Night Cinema Showing of STVI, 
Sales Rooms, Games, Kings and Queens Theme 
Party, Laserzone Klingon Hunt, Next Generation 
Video Room and lots, lots more... 

Contact: Kathy Yates, 167 Kingshurst Road, 
Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2LL 


WARP ONE 
CONVENTION 
30th April to 3rd May 1993 at the Middleton 
Tower Holiday Centre, Morecambe. registration: 
£30, under 16s half price, under 5s free. 
Accommodation: From £26.70 PPPN, under 16s 
half price, under 2s free. Rate is for full board. 
Guests TBA, competitions, panels, theme parties, 
disco, video programme, dealers room and much 
more. In aid of The Imperial Cancer Research Fund. 
For a registration form and further information 
please send a SASE to: David Simons, Warp One, 
69 Merlin Crescent, Edgware, London HAS 6JB 


- THE 35th BRITISH STAR TREK 


All advertisers please note: Market Place listings 
are completely free of charge to all Fanderson 
members. Fan Club and Convention listings are 
also free of charge but published on the 
understanding that an equivalent listing for 
Fanderson is published in the newsletter/magazine 
of the club listed or the Convention brochure. 
Please forward all correspondence to the editorial 
address: FAB, P.O. Box 93, Wakefield, West 
Yorks WF1 1XJ. A rate card for professional 
advertising (full artwork prep for print must be 
supplied) is available from the editorial address. 
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